RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE

SUCCESS STORIES:  Pe Ell, Washington




         An Earth Day Project
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Outline Of Need: Pe Ell is a small town in rural western Lewis County, Washington that has seen its share of challenges.  Impacted by the timber policies of the 90’s, the area has struggled economically.  In addition, they have been plagued with water and sewer problems.  The town’s water system at one time was under a Red Operating Permit from the Department of Health, as it could not provide an adequate water supply due to a 70% loss in the distribution system.  The Department of Ecology placed a moratorium on any new sewer connections due to deficiencies in the wastewater collection and treatment system as well.  

How Rural Development Helped:  In recent years through a partnership of various technical assistance and funding resources, the water system was improved.  The town is now taking the opportunity to move forward with the needed improvements to the sewer facility.  USDA Rural Development, acting through the Rural Utilities Service, will provide a loan of $716,300 and a grant of $716,300 for the project.  Other funding partners include the Department of Ecology and Community Development Block Grant, as well as an applicant contribution.  The primary objective is to construct a new wastewater treatment facility with the capacity to treat the community’s current and foreseeable future wastewater needs.  The current wastewater treatment facility is severely undersized for the current flows and loading experienced during winter months and the peak times of day.  During the wet weather months the capacity has been exceeded causing untreated effluent to flow into the nearby Chehalis River. 

The Results:  In addition to the public health aspects of the project, the new facility will improve and protect the water quality of the Chehalis River, which is a Class A body of water and is a source of drinking water, recreation, and fisheries.  With the last moratorium removed upon completion of the project, the potential for economic vitality will improve significantly for the area as well. The valuable investment by this small community will reap large dividends for the environment, and potentially for economic diversification.  USDA Rural Development is proud to be part of the solution in providing funding for the needed project.

