RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE

SUCCESS STORIES:  Shoreham, Vermont
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Outline of Need:  The Village of Shoreham, VT, population of 1,200, because of unsuitable soil types for on-site waste disposal systems, had sewage surfacing from the leach fields or discharged into pipes or ditches that drained into a nearby wetland area, Cedar Swamp, creating a public health hazard and degrading water quality.

How Rural Development Helped:
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The Rural Utilities Service-funded project installed a collection system and wastewater treatment facility.  The gravity collection system serves 46 residences and 15 non-residential connections. One of the non-residential connections is a co-operative apple processing facility, which was recently upgraded with funding from the Rural Business Service.  The wastewater treatment facility is an in-ground recirculating sand filter with a design capacity of 35,000 gpd.  The effluent is disinfected with ultraviolet radiation and discharged into Cedar Swamp through an underground exfiltration gallery.

The $2,400,000 project is being jointly funded by the Rural Utilities Service and the State of Vermont.

The Results:  Construction of the project began in May 2000 and is expected to be finished in the summer of 2001.  The positive environmental benefits that will result from this project include:

· Eliminating surfacing sewage in the central village.

· Protecting water quality of Cedar Swamp and ultimately of Lake Champlain.

· Enabling limited residential and commercial growth in the central village.
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