RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE

SUCCESS STORIES:  Town of White Springs, Florida




         A Water 2000 Initiative Project
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Outline of Need:  The Town of White Springs, FL, (pop. 704) was mandated by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to upgrade its wastewater treatment facility and effluent disposal.  The plant is the only remaining publicly owned treatment facility discharging into the Suwanee River, which is classified by the State as an ”Outstanding Florida Water.”  Its present facility was installed in the late 1960’s and has become obsolete and was poorly maintained; the majority of its collection lines are clay tiles.

How Rural Development Helped:  This project was co-funded with the Florida DEP and the Suwanee River Water Management District.  The most cost effective project alternative consisted of replacing the two lift stations, the construction of a new wastewater treatment plant on a site donated to the town by the Potash Corporation of Saskatchewan (PCS) near its phosphate mining waste clay settling pond sites located approximately eight miles outside of town.  The new plant will generate an effluent quality that will meet reuse/rapid rate land application system criteria for disposal in the waste clay ponds as industrial process water (industrial reuse).  Wastewater will be sent to the new treatment plant via a force main from the existing treatment plant site to the PCS waste clay settling pond site.

The Results:  With the removal of inadequately treated domestic wastewater from discharging to the Suwannee River, the project is expected to have a beneficial effect on both the river water quality and groundwater downstream from the town.  The area along the river is characterized by extensive water filled underground limestone caverns that fluctuate and are influenced by river levels.  This surface water influence adversely affects water quality in both individual wells as well as municipal water supply wells down river from the town.
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