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RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE
SUCCESS STORIES
Mariposa County, California

Outline of Need:  The Mariposa County Landfill serves all of Mariposa County along with Yosemite National Park.  There is a critical problem in that the landfill is estimated to reach its full capacity within the next several years if the amount of waste being applied to the landfill is not significantly reduced.  For the past three years, the County has been in violation with a mandate from the California Integrated Waste Management Board that they reduce the amount of waste being applied to the landfill by 50 percent.
How Rural Development Helped:  Rural Utilities Service cost-shared this $7.5 million project by leveraging its $5.0 million with $2.0 million dollars provided by the National Park Service and funds from Marisposa County.  The solution involves an innovative approach that will significantly reduce the amount of waste being applied to the landfill each year by constructing a state of the art facility for composting the waste brought to the landfill.  The unique feature of the project is that the process will compost mixed solid waste whereas conventional composting is typically limited only to organic waste.  The project involves constructing a 50,000 square foot building to house closed composting vessels with computer controlled systems that automatically adjust the airflow, moisture and temperature to optimize the composting process.  The net result is that the total amount of waste that gets applied to the landfill is significantly reduced in an environmentally safe process.
Results:  Some of the many positive environmental benefits from the project include:

· The County will be able to continue operation of their current landfill well into the future with less environmental impact than operating their current facility.  Other options considered such as constructing a new landfill all involved significant environmental consequences.
· The project will enhance the environmental quality of solid waste management in both Mariposa County and Yosemite National Park and bring them into compliance with the mandate to divert 50 percent of their waste from the landfill.

· The project will create a model solid waste facility that can serve as an example for other communities in need of an environmentally safe process for reducing the amount of their solid waste.  The project also serves as an example of an important environmentally sound project that resulted from partnership at all levels of government. 
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