Rural Utilities Service 

Success Stories:  
Nicholls, Georgia
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Outline of Need:  The City of Nicholls was having difficulty with individual wastewater systems due to unsuitable soil types in the area.  In addition, a prison complex was proposed to be located in the area.

How Rural Development Helped:  The City of Nicholls is a community of about 1200 located near the county line midway between two cities that offered some employment opportunities.  Nicholls had one industry but the employment there was limited.  Most of the remaining work force had to travel for employment and this resulted in a low median household income and high unemployment.  There was already a need for the wastewater system due to malfunctioning septic tacks.

Rural Development was able to develop a financial package that not only met the needs of the City but could also serve the prison if it located there.  The prison was finished before the wastewater system and the prison’s final capacity exceeded the planning capacity.  The prison began operation with an interim wastewater system but the system failed due to overloading because of lack of treatment capacity and the inadequate soils in the leachate fields.  At this time the holding pond for the City’s land application system was completed so the prison could pump into the holding pond until the remainder of the plant was completed. Our program and the plant design were versatile enough that we could add another storage pond and sprayfield to meet the final demands of the prison.

The Results:  The results are that employment and income levels increased in Nicholls and the City’s environs as well as water quality in Hurricane Creek have benefited due to the elimination of the failed septic systems.  The prison employs about 300 area residents.  This is not the end because there are new homes being constructed and an Agricultural Exhibit Facility will be located in Nicholls.

