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S-001-001: Geology and Soils (In Review)
Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Potential impacts to geology and soils from the proposed project

Gi\_’] || Soco Transmission <soc ission@gmail.com> and mitigation measures will be addressed in the Environmental Impact
pbiens Statement.

(no subject) The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in

Matthews, Vince <Vince.Matthews@state.co.us> Tue, Aug 11, 2009 at 11:54 AM late 2010 and will be available at

To: Info socotransmission <info@socotransmission.com:>

Ce: nkotbe@fristategt.org, keary s hallack@excelenergy.com, "Randall, Robert" <Robert.Randali@state.co.us> http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.

TO: Mark Plank, Engineering and Environmental Staff

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input into your planning process for the transmission line oul of the
San Luis Valley. Unfortunately, | will be unable to attend any of the meetings in the Valley. Thus, | am
submitting my input in this email.

| think that one of the important things for you to consider in your planning and design for the transmission

$-001-001 towers is that the proposed line crosses the Sangre de Cristo fault and other subsidiary Quaternary faulls
near Fort Garland. The Sangre de Cristo fault is one of the faults in the National Seismic Hazard Map
published by the USGS. The fault is assigned a minimum magnitude of 6.5 and a maximum magnitude of
7.5in the USGS report.

We would be glad to meet with your technical folks to discuss the geclogy of this fault and the possible
impacts on the transmission line when a large earthquake occurs on the fault.

Vince

Vincent Matthews

State Geologist and Director
Colorado Geological Survey
1313 Sherman Street, Suite 715
Denver CO 80203

Phone: 303-866-2611 X 8340

Cell: 303-882-6580

http://mail.google.com/mail/ 7ui=2&ik=76067 1 {559& view=pt&search=inbox&msg... 8/27/2009
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STAIE OF COLORADO

Bill Rittar, Jr., Govarnor
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESCURCES

DIVISION OF WILDLIFE

AN EQUAL OPFORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Thomas E. Remington, Director
6060 Broadway

Denver, Colorade 80218
Telsphane: (303) 297-1192
wilfife. sfate.co.us

September 21, 2009

Ms, Keary Hallack

Principal Agent, Siting & Land Rights
Publie Sonnce Company of Colorada
550115™ St., Suite 700

For Witdiife-
For Pesple

Ws. Nicole Korbz

Sr. Environmental Planner

Tri-State Generation & Transmission Assoc.
1100 West 116" Avenue

Denver, CO. 80202 Westminster, CO 80234

Re: Cal (-C ho Electric §; Impy Projeet

‘The Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) appreciates the opp ity to on the preliminary stages of

the Calumet-Comanche Electric System Improvement Project. CDOW also appreciates bemg involved in the

liminary stages of develog and asks o be involved throughout the process in order to provide the best
for wildlife within the project area.

Corridor identification is probably the most important facter for CDOW. The bost possible comridor from our
perspective is the one that causes the least amount of disturbance to the wildlife resource while still allowing you
ta meet your goals,

CDOW's comments here pertain only to the Caluinet-Comanche Electric Systém Improvement Project which
reaches from Walsenburg to Pueblo. CDOW has already provided comments regarding the reach from the San
Luis Valley to Walsenburg (see attached letrer).

The Macro Corridor Study identifies three existing lines from Calumet to Comanche. CDOW will provide
commients on each of thess three existlng features, CDOW feels that an upgrade or new development within
those corridors will be least disruptive to wildlife habitat. For purposes of this letter CDOW will follow the
segment designations in Figure 3-2 of the Calumet-Comanchs Macro corridor Study

Big Game:

Data on big game habitat was provided 1o the project proponent in 2008. Of the various segments identificd in this
study, those Identified as A, C, E, O and DD are the least disruptive to big game wildlife,

Avian/Traasmission line collision:

Avian f transmission Jine collisions ere one of the mein concerns along segments following riparian areas. The
existing 69-KY and 115KV lines cross riparian sites several times { Huerfano River, St. Charles River and Salt
Creek) and points west of the Saint Charles Reservoir system (all of these sites have considerable use by
migrating and resting waterfowl). The existing 230-kV line (Segments A, C, E, O and DD} crosses the Huerfano
River and §t. Charles Creeks In two remote locations.

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, Hemis D. Shéman, Sxecufve Dirgetar
WILDLIFE COMMISSION, Brad Coors, Chalr » Tim Glean, Vioe Chasir « Dennis Buschier, Secrefary
Members, Jefliey Crawford « Darotnes ans »Hoy M:‘.‘\lu.ryt Jo*mSﬂgh"a\rv + Mark Smith » Rebert Steator

San Luis Valley—Calumet-Comanche Transmission Project
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S-002-001: NEPA Process (In Review)

Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. has
requested financial assistance from the USDA Rural Utilities Service
(RUS), for their anticipated ownership interest in the proposed San Luis
Valley — Calumet - Comanche Transmission Project. RUS has
determined that funding Tri-State’s ownership interest is a federal action
requiring analysis under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
RUS is the lead federal agency for NEPA, and will consult with other
federal, state, and local agencies, and affiliated tribes as well as adhere
to applicable regulations.

Additional information regarding the NEPA process can be found on the
RUS project website at http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/environ.htm.
The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in
late 2010 and will be available at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.

S-002-002: Route Refinement > Calumet-Comanche (In Review)
Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Route refinement for the proposed project and mitigation
measures will be addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement.
The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in
late 2010 and will be available at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.

S-002-003: Route Refinement > SLV-Calumet (In Review)

Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Route refinement for the proposed project and mitigation
measures will be addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement.
The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in
late 2010 and will be available at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.
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To avoid Avian/Transmission ling collisions, CDOW ds all lines, especially the tap wire, should be as
wvisible as possible. T particular, CDOW recommends uss of bied flight diverters in all segments that follow or
©T03S riparian argas,

‘There are many raptors that utilize these sasne locations. Raptors will use the newly installed lings for perching
and building nests. Transmission lines pose both an elecrrocution and collision hnzard for raptors. Through the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Eagle Protection Act, the U S. F‘mh and Wildllfo Service in cooperation with
the Edison Electric Institute has developed Best Manag P to iz impacts to avian species,

‘The Division recommends that both the “Suggested Practices for Avian Protection on Power Lines, the State of’
the Art in 2006" and the “Avian Protection Plan (APP) Guidelines” document published in 2003 be consulted for
proper design considerations to minimize raptor electrocution, These documents can be ordered at the Bdison
Electric Institute web site (www.eei.org) or can be downloaded at the Avian Power Line Interaction Committes
web site (wyvw.aplle,org). CDOW suggests that the project proponent consnlt these documents and consider
designs that minimize the risk to raptor electrocutions and collisions.

Aquatic Concerns:

In all cotridors, CDOW reconunends riparian habitat protection to minimize sedimentation and erosion by
providing a minimum of a 50" *no disrurbance’ buffer zone on each side of the struam, and aveiding surface
disturbance within 30’ of the riparian 0ne to the maximum extent purammI CEOW also advises using existing

road ings and existing stream for vehicles and other o juipment instead of building
new roads and stream ings that will in fi ion and erosion,

TH i and Endangered Sp

There are no identified 1 d and endangered or species of Special Concern within the Calumet-Comanche

Macro Corridor Stady srea,
Specits of Coneern:
Burrowing Owls may be found willnn lhc pml‘erred mrr:l,dm' If nesting birds are present during the construction

season, CDOW respectfully g the ded Survey Protocal and Actions to
Protect Nesting Bumowing Owls.

Again, CDOW thanks you for the opp ity to on the preliminary stages of the Calumet-Comanche
Elzctric System Improvement Project. | would like to lude by ding comidor seg ACEO
and DD. These corridor segmonts mentioned above will help to mitigate the g wildlife conflicts.

If you have any questions reg se comments, please contact my office.

Ce: Mike Trujillo, Area Wildlife Manager

Dave Lovell, Assistant Reglonal Manager
Al Trujillo, Regional Energy Linison

Dan Lewis, DWM

Jeremiah Johnson, DWM

Ed Sehmal, Conservation Biologist

San Luis Valley—Calumet-Comanche Transmission Project
Scoping Comments -- Comments and Responses

S-002-004: Wildlife (In Review)

Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Potential impacts to wildlife from the proposed project and
mitigation measures will be addressed in the Environmental Impact
Statement.

The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in
late 2010 and will be available at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.

S-002-005: Wildlife (In Review)

Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Potential impacts to wildlife from the proposed project and
mitigation measures will be addressed in the Environmental Impact
Statement.

The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in
late 2010 and will be available at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.

S-002-006: Wildlife (In Review)

Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Potential impacts to wildlife from the proposed project and
mitigation measures will be addressed in the Environmental Impact
Statement.

The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in
late 2010 and will be available at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.

S-002-007: Water Resources (In Review)

Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Potential impacts to water resources from the proposed project
and mitigation measures will be addressed in the Environmental Impact
Statement.
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RECOMMENDED SURVEY PROTOCOL AND
ACTIONS TO PROTECT NESTING BURROWING OWLS
WHEN CONDUCTING PRAIRIE DOG CONTROL

Western Burrowing Owls (Athene cunicularia hypugaea) are commonly found in prairie dog towns
throughout Colorade. Burrowing owls require prairle dog or other suitable burrows (e.g. badger)
for nesting and mosting. Burrowing owls are migratory, breeding throughout the western United
States, southarn Canada, and northern Mexico and wintering In the southem United States and
throughout Mexico.

Federal and state laws prohibit the harming or killing of burowing owls and the destruction of
active nests. ltis quite possible 1o inadveriently kil burrowing owls during prairie dog poisoning
projects, removal of prairie dogs, destruetion of burrows and prairie dogs uging a concussive
device, or during earth moving for construction. Because burrowing owis often hids in burrows
when alarmed, it is not practical to haze the birds away from prairie dog towns prior o prairie dog
poizoning/removal, burrow dastruction, or construction activity. Pecause of this, the Colorado
Division of Wildiife recommends surveying prairie dog towns for burrowing owl presence before
potentlally harmmful activities are Initiated.

The following guidelines are intended ae advice an how to determine If burrowing owls are present
in a pralrie dog town, and what to do if burrowing ewls are detectad, These guidelines do not
guarantee that burrowing owls will be detected if they are present. However, adherence to these
guidelines will greatly increase the likelihood of datection,

Seasonal Timing

Burrowing owls typically arrive on breeding grounds In Colorado in late March or early April, with
nesting beginning a few weeks later. Active nesting and fladging has been recorded and may be
expected from lale March through earty August. Adulis and young may remain at praire dog
towns until migrating to wintering groundsa in late summer or early autumn.

Surveys should be conducted during fimes when burrowing owls may be present on prairie dog
towns. Surveys should be conducted for any activities occurring between March 15™ and Octaber
31, No burrowing owls are expected to be present betwean November 1% and March 14",

Daily Timing

Burrowing owls are active throughoul the day; however, peaks In activity In the morning and
evening make these the best times for conducting surveys (Conway and Simon 2003), Surveys
should be conducted in the early morning {1/2 hour befors sunrise until 2 hours after sunrige) and
earfy evening {2 hours before sunset untit 1/2 hour after sunset),

Number and [ocations af su oln

Burrowing owls are most frequently located visually, thug, obtaining & clear view of the entire
praide dog town is necessary. For small prairie dog towns that can be adequately viewed in their
enfirety from a single location, only one survey point is necessary. The aurvey point should be
selected to provide unobstructed visws (with binoculars if necessary) of the entlre pralrie dog town

San Luis Valley—Calumet-Comanche Transmission Project
Scoping Comments -- Comments and Responses

The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in
late 2010 and will be available at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.

S-002-008: Wildlife (In Review)

Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Potential impacts to wildlife from the proposed project and
mitigation measures will be addressed in the Environmental Impact
Statement.

The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in
late 2010 and will be available at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.

S-002-009: Route Refinement > Calumet-Comanche (In Review)
Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Route refinement for the proposed project and mitigation
measures will be addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement.
The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in
late 2010 and will be available at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.
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(burrow mounds and open areas betwesn) and all nearby structures that may provide perches
{e.g., fences, ulility poles, etz.) ;

For prairie dog towns that can not be entirely viewed from & single location because of terrain or
size, enough survey points should be established to pravide unobstructed views of the entire
prairie dog town and nearby structures that may provide perches. Survey locations should be
separatcd by approximately 800 meters [1/2 mile), or as necessaly to provide adequata visual
coverage of the entire prairie dog town.

r of syrveys to conduct
Deataction of burrowing owls can be highly variable and multiple visits to each site should be
conducted to maximize the likellhood of detecting owls if they are present. At least three surveys
shouid be conducted at each survey point. Surveys should be separated by approximately one

woek.
Conducting the survey
s  Weaiher Copsiderations Because poor weather condittone may impact the ability to detect
purrowing owls, surveye should enly be conducted on days with little or no wind and no
precipitation,

+ Passive surveya Most burrowing owls are detected visually, At sach survay locstion, the
observer should visually scan the area to detect any owls that are present. Some
burrowing owls mey be detecied by their call, so observers should also listen for burrewing
owlz while conducting the survey.

Burrowing owls are frequently detected scon after initiating a survey (Conway and
Simon 2003). However, some burrowing owls may not be detected immediately
bacause they are inconspicuous, are inside of burrows, or are not present on the site
when the survey is initiated. We racommend that surveys be conducted for 10 minutes
at each survay location.

« Call-broadcast suryeys To increase the likelihood of detecting burrowing owls, if present,
we recommend incorporating call-broadcast methods into burmowing owl surveys. Conway
and Simon (2003) detected 22% more burrowing owls at point-count locations by
broadeasting the primary mate {coo-coo) and alarm (quick-guicit guick) calls during
surveys. Alinough call-broadcast may increase the probability of detecting burrowing owls,
maost owls will still be detected visually.

We recommend the followlng 10-minute fimeline for incorporaling call-broadeast methods
(Conway and Simon 2003, C. Conway pers. commun.). The observer should sean the area
for burrowing owls during the entire survey period.

3 minutes of silence

30 seconds call-broadcast of primary call (coo-coo)

30 seconds silence

30 seconds call-broadeast of primary call (coo-coo)

30 seconds silence

30 seconds call-broadceast of alarm call (quick-guick-guick)
30 seconds sllence

4 minutes of silence

coQoo0O0C0CO

Calls can be broadcast from a "boorn box” or a portable CD or cassette pleyer attached

s
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to amplificd speakers. Calls should be broadcast leudly but witheut distortion.

Compact discs recordings of this survey sequence are available free of charys by
cantacling:

David Kiute

All-bird Conservation Coordinator
Colorado Division of Wildlife
6060 Broadway

Denver, CO 80218

Phane: 303-281-7320

Email: David Klute@state.co.us

Identification

Adult burowing owls are small, approximately 9-11 inches, They are brown wilh white spotting
and whita barring on the chest. They have long legs in comparison to other owls and are
frequently seen perching on prairic dog mounds or other suitable perches (e.g., fence posts, utility
poles) near prairle dog towns. Juvenile burrowing owls are simllar to adults but smaller, with a2
white/buif colored chesat that lacks barring.

General Information about burrowing owls is available fram the Colorado Division of Wildlife
wabsite:

hitp:/wildiife state co.us/WildifeSpeclea/Profiles/Birds/BumowingOwl, kit

Additional identification ipa and information are available from the U.S. Geclogical Survay
Patuxent Witdlifo R h Center website:
http:/fsrww. mbr-pwie. usas. goviid/framistid780id hitm|

What To Do if Burrowing Owls Are Presant
If burrawing owls are confirmed to be pressnt in a prairie dog town, there are two options before
proceeding with planned activities:

1. Wail to Iniliate activities untll after November 1st or untll it can bo confirmed that the owls
have left the prairie dog town.

2. Carefully monitor the activities of the owis, noting and marking which burrows they are
using. This i3 not easy 10 accomplish and will raquire considerable time, as the owls may
us® several burrows in & prairie dog town. When all active burrowing owl buriows have
been located and marked, activity can proceed in areas greater than 150 feet from the
burrows with little danger to the owls, Activity closer than 150 feet may endanger the owls.

Reference
Conway, C. J. and J. C, Simon. 2003. Comparigon of detectlon probabillty asscciated with
Burrowing Owl survey methode. Journal of Wildlife Management 87:501-511.

raviged 03/2007

Seo aise:" Controling Praide Dogs: Suggestions For Minimizing Risk To Nan-Target Wildlife Species”
Colprado Divigion of Wildlife 0372007
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STATE OF COLORADD

Bl Ritter, Jr., Gnvornor
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL REEOURCES

Ptmglgﬁ OF WILDLIFE

Thomss £ Remington, Directar
B30 Brosdway

Demver, Corado B0218 For Wildlife-
Telapnono: (308) 207-1152 f
wildifa stata co.us ﬁ(’f P‘ﬂﬂ' !

Date: August 12, 2008

Nicole Korba

Senfor Envitonmental Planner
1100 W. 116" Ave.
Westninater, CO 80234

P.O. Box 33695

Denver, CO 50233

RE: Trl- Stare 230-Kiovolt Trensmission Line Project Proposs! {(Walienbusg to San Luis Valley Sub-station)
Dear M, Korbs,

On behalf of the Colordo Division of Wildlife (CDOW), T would like to thank yeu for the opponiunity to comment on the
preliminary stages of the Tri-Siate Transmission Line Project. CDOW appreciates being involved in the preliminary stages
of development, and asks to be involved throughout the process in order to provide the best outcome for wildlife resources
within the projest area.

Corridor identification js probably the most important factor for CDOW, Tha best corridor i the ene that causes the least
wimount of disturk ta wildlife and allows you 10 mest your goals as well, [ will address big pame species such
a5 deer, elk and pronghom first, and tien move en 1o avinn concerns, which will be the most slgnifcant for this project, and
tinish with aquatic species issues.

‘Big Game Conecerns

From Walssnburz 1o La Vieta Pass, our preference is for corridor sogments C, B, G, and H because they have the fewest
edditional impacts. This altemative utilizes an existing right-of-way where 4 blg transmission line already exists for a major
pontion of the proposed route. The Tri-Siate map shows the corridor going through an avoidance area (elk calving area), but
we believe those impacts would be partly mitigated by the overall reduced impacts of using this exlsting right-of-way. This
proposed route hag minimal new right-of-way disturt The other tives (O, N, M, & P) all have significant
additioaal impacts with many more miles of new right-of-way dismrbance,

From La Vera Pass to Alamosa, comider segments Q and P bath travel ﬂ:mup,l; el and gdaur winter ranges end elk winter
concentrarion areas, CDOW that cormidor seg Qbe i the p i route singe there Is already an

exisiing disturbince, Highway 160, located in that corrider.  Although there would be disturbance 1o elk, deer and antelopo
winter ranges and elk severe winter runge, corridor segmems R, T, and U are recommended because it would not be as
critical as usaye of carrldor segment S. We highly 4 comidor g & not be considered. Many elk, deer, and a
few amtelope urilize this cortidor heavily during winter months, making it a very important winter concentration arca, If the
rransmiasfon line carmot be located in the corrlder segments adjacent to Hig hway 160, COOW recommends that construetion
and maintenamoe be conducted after April 15% and prior to December 1* to minimize dismurbance to wintering deer, elk, and
pronghom.

Avian/ Transmission lne eollision

Avian/ ransmission linc collisions are one of the muin concerns along corridor scgments T, U, V, W, X, Y, Z, and other
corridor segments proposed leading up to the subsstation.  There are numerous migratory bivds that use whart is consldsied a
trinngle of véry fmportant wetlands, grain fields and rossting nreas to the north, south and east of the proposed corridors,
Blance Wetlands (BLM), San Luis Lekes Stata Park, and Head Lake (Wildlfe Area) lay to tho north of the proposed corridor
segments T, U, ¥, Wand X. The Alamosa Wild|Ife Refuge and Smith Roservoir (State Wildlife Area) are located to the

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESDURCES, Harfis D. Shafman, Exao v Dimciot
WALDLIFE COMMISSION, Robert Bray, Chai « Besd Coore, Vica Clair » Tim Glenn, Sacretery
Meombans, Dennis Buechier s mymm-mmrma-nwm- Ficradd Hay » Robed Sreetor

San Luis Valley—Calumet-Comanche Transmission Project
Scoping Comments -- Comments and Responses

S-002-010: Route Refinement > SLV-Calumet (In Review)

Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Route refinement for the proposed project and mitigation
measures will be addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement.
The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in
late 2010 and will be available at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.

S-002-011: Route Refinement > SLV-Calumet (In Review)

Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Route refinement for the proposed project and mitigation
measures will be addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement.
The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in
late 2010 and will be available at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.

S-002-012: Route Refinement > SLV-Calumet (In Review)

Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Route refinement for the proposed project and mitigation
measures will be addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement.
The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in
late 2010 and will be available at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.

S-002-013: Construction (In Review)

Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Potential impacts from construction of the proposed project and
mitigation measures will be addressed in the Environmental Impact
Statement.

The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in
late 2010 and will be available at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.
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south of corvidor segments T, U, ¥, W, X, and Z. During the spring and fall of gvery year, thousands of Sandhill Cranes will
use these areas for freding and roosting, Pelloans will also migrate between Sen Luis Lakes, Alamosa Wildlife Refuge, and
Smith Reservoir, Corridor segments BE, FF, and HH should bo avoided beeause of waterfow| and erane activity in the area,
Corridor segments AA and EE are near roosting sites loceted slong the Rie Grande. Corddor segments FU and HH are
Incated near agricultural fields fiae are used as feeding areas by cranes and 1. CDOW ds that Tri-Stite
consider using corridor segments T, U, W, Z, AA, DD, GG, L and 11, Although these corridors can stil be derrimental to
riptors, feeding waterfow] and cranes, we consider cotridor segments V, X, Y, CC, BB, EE, FF, and HH to impact avian
species al a greater level,

To avoid Avian/ Trunsmission Line Collisions, we d marking all lines, ially the top wire, throughout the
entire project 10 make the ling s visible as possible. Wind and fog can be severs In the corddors mendoned so it §s critical
to have linag as visib| ible, More emphasls on visibility of fines should be considered in corridor T, U, W

Z, AA, DD, GG, I, and J5. CDOW recommends thet Tri-State install Yellow Swan Flight Diverters on overhead starie
wires. This procedure has been used cn transmission lines tarpughout the San Luis Valley and has had successtul results for
avoiding collisians. It is possible to stagger Swan Flight Diverters 1o minimize the number of deviees required and cost,
CDOW also recommends making tho praject as mptor safe as possible, There gre many reptors ther utilize these same
looatlens. Raprors will use the newly Installed line for perching and bullding nests. Tracsmission lines pose both an
elestrocution and f.oilismn hazard for raptaze. CDOW sng,gem that Tti-state consult with B3W Imemational, Ine. aod the
Avian Pawerline i imee {APLIC) to consider designs thet minimize the risk of raptor electrocutions and
callisions,

Aquatle Concerns

CDOW's primary concem regarding aquatic speales is to proteet ripasian habitat along all streams, reduce erosion and
sedimentation by minimizing soream crossings, and protect Rie Grande cunthrogt waters.  The Rip Grande Cutthrost frout is a
candidate specles under tho Endangered Species Act, and a Colorade species of special congem.

Wegon Creek, which is located along corridor segment P, has a core conservation population of Rio Grande Cutthroat  Also,
Sangre De Criso Creck, located along comidor segments Q and R, has a core conservation population of Rio Grands
Cutthroat, Coindor segment S, which would cross the Blanca Trinchera Ranch, weuld impact Ute Creek. Ute Creek is good
habltat for a Rio Grande cutthroat trout population. C d Creok along the same comidor is a potential Ris Grando
Sucker duciion site for (he endangered species. R dations for thiz corridor would be to minimize digtorhance
1o ripasian hebitat and sedimentation from stream crossings at Ute Creek and Cottonwood Creek. The CDOW recommends
removal of comridor § from the host of alternatives.

In alf Corridors, CDOW recommends riparfan habltat p ion to minimi di jen and erosion by providing a
minimum nf'a 50 foot no disturhance buffer zone on each side of the stream, and avoiding surface disterbance within 300 feet
of the riparian zone to the moaximum extent pmcnml CDOW alsp advises using existing road crossings and existing stream
crossings for vehicles and other Juif instead of building new rosds and strcam crossings that will increase
sedimentatlon and erosion.

Again, I thenk you for the of ity 1o on the preliminary stages of the Tri-Staw project, 1 look forward to
commuﬂ.lngm\ specifics whcn the mjem is brought before the ouuﬂ!les which will be imipacted. T would like to conclude
by g (from ¥ burg to the San Luis Valley Substation) corridor segmens €, E, G, H,Q, R, T, U, W, Z, AA,

DR, GG, 1l and 1, Al oomdors pmpomd will impact fhe wildlifo respurce In one way or another but the corridor segments
maziutioned above wijl help to mitigate Avian/Transmission iine Collision, the blgmest concem to the wildlife resomres.

ifyou have amy questi garding these , please contact my office.

Sineer

For Thomes Spezze, —
Sonthwest Region Masager
Colerado Division of Wildlife

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESCURCES, Hans 0. Sherman, Executhe Disclor
WILDLIFE COMMISSION, Robor Bray, Chalr « Bred Coom, Vios Chair = Tim Glenn, Scomtary
Momboes, Dennis Faechier s fofiey Cavion » Dorginaa Fants « Ry MeAnsiy « Richand Ray « Rl Srooier
Ex Officke Mambers, Marma Shannen and John St

San Luis Valley—Calumet-Comanche Transmission Project
Scoping Comments -- Comments and Responses

S-002-014: Route Refinement > SLV-Calumet (In Review)

Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Route refinement for the proposed project and mitigation
measures will be addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement.
The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in
late 2010 and will be available at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.

S-002-015: Route Refinement > SLV-Calumet (In Review)

Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Route refinement for the proposed project and mitigation
measures will be addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement.
The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in
late 2010 and will be available at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.

S-002-016: Wildlife (In Review)

Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Potential impacts to wildlife from the proposed project and
mitigation measures will be addressed in the Environmental Impact
Statement.

The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in
late 2010 and will be available at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.

S-002-017: NEPA Process (In Review)

Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. has
requested financial assistance from the USDA Rural Utilities Service
(RUS), for their anticipated ownership interest in the proposed San Luis
Valley — Calumet - Comanche Transmission Project. RUS has
determined that funding Tri-State’s ownership interest is a federal action
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San Luis Valley—Calumet-Comanche Transmission Project
Scoping Comments -- Comments and Responses

requiring analysis under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
RUS is the lead federal agency for NEPA, and will consult with other
federal, state, and local agencies, and affiliated tribes as well as adhere
to applicable regulations.

Additional information regarding the NEPA process can be found on the
RUS project website at http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/environ.htm.
The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in
late 2010 and will be available at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.

S-002-018: Route Refinement > SLV-Calumet (In Review)

Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Route refinement for the proposed project and mitigation
measures will be addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement.
The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in
late 2010 and will be available at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.

S-002-019: Water Resources (In Review)

Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Potential impacts to water resources from the proposed project
and mitigation measures will be addressed in the Environmental Impact
Statement.

The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in
late 2010 and will be available at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.

S-002-020: Route Refinement > SLV-Calumet (In Review)

Your email/letter/comment form has been received and your comment
noted. Route refinement for the proposed project and mitigation
measures will be addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement.
The Environmental Impact Statement is anticipated to be completed in
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late 2010 and will be available at
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm.
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