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January 2, 2007 
 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Crawford 
P.O. Box 603 
Lancaster, KY 40444 
 
 
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Crawford, 
  
I received your request for consulting party status in the Section 106 Process for the 
Smith – West Garrard 345 kV Transmission Line and Switching Stations Project.  Due to 
your relationship with the project and the Bonta-Owsley House, your request for 
consulting party status has been granted.  As a consulting party, we request you provide 
any pertinent information regarding known and potentially unknown archaeological and 
cultural historic resources located within the area of potential effect (APE). 
 
USDA Rural Development and the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) have 
established the APE for the aboveground cultural historic resources and archaeological 
resources for the project.  The APE for the aboveground resources for the parallel/rebuild 
alternative route sections of the Project would occur in an area extending one-quarter 
mile (0.25) on either side of the centerline for the alternative routes.  The APE for the 
aboveground cultural historic resources for the alternative route sections that are 
considered new build sections (or greenfield routes) would extend for one-half mile (0.5 
mile) on either side of the centerline for the alternative routes. 
 
The APE for archaeological resources is the one hundred and fifty foot wide transmission 
line right-of-way (seventy-five feet on each side of the centerline) of the selected 
alternative.  The Phase I archaeological survey will be postponed until a centerline has 
been established for the Project following USDA Rural Development’s completion of the 
remainder of the Section 106 process and its review under the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA).  At this time, USDA Rural Development, working through EKPC, is 
proceeding with its identification and assessment of aboveground cultural historic 
resources pursuant to the Section 106 process (which is occurring in an area extending 
one-half mile on either side of the proposed sections of new transmission line rights-of-
way and one-quarter mile on either side of the proposed sections of parallel or rebuild 
sections of transmission line rights-of-way).   

 
USDA Rural Development also will complete its Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for the Project pursuant to NEPA.  Once USDA Rural Development has completed 
those Section 106 and NEPA activities and has issued a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) or other decision document confirming its selected alternative for the Project, 
USDA Rural Development, working through EKPC, will commission a Phase I 
archaeological survey within the one hundred and fifty foot wide transmission line right-
of-way (seventy-five feet on each side of the centerline) of the selected alternative.  The 
specific locations for the Phase 1 investigation will include the proposed locations for 
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electric transmission line support structures (i.e., poles), as well as any other area that will 
require subsurface disturbance. 
 
 The foregoing approach will allow USDA Rural Development to focus its 
intensive archaeological identification activities in those subsurface areas that actually are 
anticipated to be disturbed.  If the Phase I investigation reveals evidence of any eligible 
archaeological resources in those areas, USDA Rural Development, working through 
EKPC, will consult with the SHPO at that time to identify measures to avoid, minimize, 
or mitigate any potential adverse effect on such resources.  Such measures may include, 
but may not necessarily be limited to, moving the locations of the transmission line 
support structure(s) in order to avoid any impact to the identified archaeological 
resources.  USDA Rural Development and EKPC are confident that appropriate 
modifications in the location of support structures can be made, if necessary, to avoid or 
minimize any adverse effects on archaeological resources. 
 
We look forward to receiving from you any pertinent information regarding known and 
potentially unknown archaeological and cultural historic resources located within the area 
of potential effect (APE).  Please provide any information you have as soon as possible.  
You will be provided an opportunity to review the aboveground cultural resource reports 
upon their completion and submittal to the SHPO for review.   
 
We truly appreciate your efforts and interest in the Section 106 process.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Joe Settles 
Supervisor, Natural Resources 
And Environmental Communications 
 
Cc:  Stephanie Strength, USDA Rural Development 
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