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KAMO BLACKBERRY-CHOUTEAU 
345-kV TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT 

 
SCOPING REPORT 

 
1.0 Introduction 
 
KAMO Electric Cooperative, Inc. (KAMO) of Vinita, Oklahoma, is proposing to 
construct, operate and maintain approximately 100 miles of 345 kilovolt (kV) electric 
transmission line and 2 miles of 161-kV transmission line from Jasper, Missouri, to 
Chouteau, Oklahoma.  The purpose of the project is to ensure reliable electric service for 
KAMO customers.  The proposed 345-kV transmission line would connect the new 
Blackberry Substation located in western Jasper County to the new Chouteau 345/161-kV 
Substation and the existing Grand River Dam Authority (GRDA) Coal-Fired Complex.  
The proposed single circuit 161-kV line would also connect the Chouteau Substation to 
the existing Associated Electric Cooperative, Inc. (AECI) Chouteau Gas Plant located 
west of the Chouteau substation.  The project would include portions of Cherokee and 
Crawford Counties, Kansas; portions of Jasper, Newton and McDonald Counties, 
Missouri; and Ottawa, Delaware, Craig and Mayes Counties, Oklahoma.   
 
The Rural Development Utilities Program (RDUP) is serving as the lead agency for the 
environmental review process.  Burns & McDonnell Engineering, Inc. was selected as the 
environmental consultant for the project.  According to RDUP Environmental Policies 
and Procedures (7 CFR Part 1794), a combined Macro Corridor and Alternative 
Evaluation Study was prepared and submitted to RDUP. The scoping process for the 
KAMO Blackberry-Chouteau transmission line project began on July 13, 2007 when 
RDUP published a notice of intent (NOI) in the Federal Register to conduct public 
workshops and prepare an environmental assessment for the project (Appendix 1).  In 
addition to the NOI, a letter was sent to representatives of agencies to solicit input on the 
project and invite them to these meetings.  See Appendix 2 for a list of agencies that were 
contacted.  The Macro-Corridor Report was made available for viewing online at the 
RDUP website and at seven public libraries in the project area.   
 
Two public workshops were held in the project area.  The locations included Vinita, 
Oklahoma and Baxter Springs, Kansas.  Newspaper notices and advertisements appeared 
in the following papers: Carl Junction Jasper County Citizen (Carl Junction, MO), Joplin 
Globe (Joplin, MO), Baxter Springs News (Baxter Springs, KS), Columbus Daily 
Advocate (Columbus, KS), Galena Sentinel-Times (Galena, KS), Oswego Independent 
Observer (Oswego, KS), Pittsburg Morning Sun (Pittsburg, KS), Afton-Fairland 
American (Vinita, OK), Miami News Record (Miami, OK), The Paper (Pryor, OK), 
Pryor Daily Times (Pryor, OK), Vinita Daily Journal (Vinita, OK), Parsons Farm Talk 
(Parsons, KS), and Big Cabin Banner (Big Cabin, OK).  Copies of a newspaper 
advertisement are included in Appendix 3.  These meetings were intended to fulfill 
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RDUP public scoping meeting requirements pursuant to RDUP Environmental Policies 
and Procedures, 7 CFR Part 1794. 
 
At the workshops, representatives of RDUP, Burns & McDonnell and KAMO were 
available to discuss the project, the environmental review process, the project need and 
benefits, the proposed corridors and to answer questions.  Oral and written comments 
were accepted at the workshops. In addition, written comments were accepted until 
August 17, 2007. Comments received after August 17 were also reviewed and taken into 
consideration.  Copies of workshop handouts are included in Appendix 4 and of 
workshop presentation boards in Appendix 5.     
 
2.0 Written Agency Comments 
 
Written comments were received from the following agencies: Oklahoma Historical 
Society, Bureau of Land Management - Tulsa Field Office, US Fish & Wildlife Service – 
Missouri Field Office, and US Fish & Wildlife Service – Kansas Field Office.  Copies of 
the agency comment letters are included in Appendix 6. 
 
3.0 Public Workshops 
 
The purpose of the public workshops was to provide the public with information 
regarding KAMO’s proposed Blackberry-Chouteau 345-kV Transmission Line Project, 
answer questions, and identify public concerns regarding the potential environmental 
impacts that may result from construction and operation of the project.  Information from 
these workshops will be incorporated into RDUP’s Environmental Assessment for this 
project. Written comments were accepted for 30 days following the public meetings.  
Comments received after 30 days were also reviewed and taken into consideration to the 
extent practicable.  A table summarizing public comments from each meeting is included 
in Appendix 6.   
 
3.1 Public Workshop: Vinita 
 
A public workshop was held in Vinita, Oklahoma on July 24, 2007, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
Forty-nine people attended the meeting.  In addition, 67 written responses with 368 
comments were received.  Major comments and concerns included: 
 
• Health effects: human, livestock 
• Safety risks: human, livestock, structures 
• Sensitive and endangered wildlife habitat (Arkansas darter, white fringed prairie 

orchid) 
• Alternative corridors in areas west of Vinita (West of Hwy 2) 
• Preference for previously disturbed areas (highways, railroads, existing lines, etc.) 
• Decreased property values 
• Risk of storm damage 
• Value of historical property 
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• Electromagnetic Field effects (inductance in fences, livestock ponds, troughs, damage 
to livestock and wildlife, etc.) 

• Disruption of farming operations 
• Damage from installation, maintenance, and additional infrastructure to wildlife, land, 

crops, fences (clearing of trees in transmission line easement) 
• Loss of native prairie grassland cover 
• Compensation for damages and repairs 
• Herbicides 
• Noise and visual nuisance 
• Impact on Oklahoma National Wildlife Refuge 
• Environmental degradation (soil compaction, runoff, erosion, weed growth, water 

quality, wetlands, etc.) 
• Construction supports other municipalities and independently owned utilities, not 

local residents 
• Conservation easements: compensation and buyouts 
• Future growth issues 
• Power already received from GRDA power plant and other cooperatives 
• Environmental Assessment process, authority 
• Improving communication with residents 
 
3.2 Public Workshop: Baxter Springs 
 
A public workshop was held in Baxter Springs, Kansas on July 25, 2007, from 6 p.m. to 8 
p.m.  Thirty-three people attended the meeting.  In addition, 27 written responses with 
179 comments and a petition of 94 signatures were received.  Major comments and 
concerns included: 
 
• Health effects: human, livestock 
• Safety risks: human, livestock, structures 
• Sensitive and endangered wildlife, habitat 
• Preference for eastern routes (along KS/MO border) 
• Preference for western routes (West of Baxter Springs Superfund site) 
• Preference for previously disturbed areas (highways, railroads, existing lines, etc.) 
• Decreased property values 
• Interference with cell phone reception 
• Risk of storm damage 
• Value of historical property 
• Electromagnetic Field effects (inductance in fences, livestock ponds, troughs, damage 

to livestock and wildlife, etc.) 
• Disruption of farming operations 
• Damage from installation, maintenance, and additional infrastructure to wildlife, land, 

crops, fences 
• Compensation for damages and repairs 
• Noise and visual nuisance 
• Loss of native prairie grassland cover 
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• Environmental degradation (soil compaction, runoff, erosion, weed growth, water 
quality, wetlands, etc.) 

• Construction supports other municipalities and independently owned utilities, not 
local residents 

• Conservation easements: compensation and buyouts 
• Future growth issues 
• Environmental Assessment process, authority 
 
4.0 Project Update 
 
4.1 Document Review Locations 
 
During the course of the environmental review process, several environmental documents 
will be available for public review.  Documents will be sent to those people on the 
mailing list and will be available for review during regular business hours at the 
following locations: 
 
OKLAHOMA 
 
Mayes County 

 
Langley Public Library  
3rd & Osage 
Langley, OK 74350  
Director: Jeanie Norman   
Phone: (918) 782-4461 
Fax: (918) 782-1056 
Hours: Mon, Wed, Fri 9-12, 1-5; Tues, Thurs 9-12, 1-6 
 
Pryor Public Library  
505 E Graham 
Pryor, OK 74361  
Director: Kim Risner   
Phone: (918) 825-0777 
Fax: (918) 825-0856 
Hours: Mon, Thu 1-9; Tue-Wed, Fri 9-5; Sat 9-12 
 

Ottawa County 
 

Miami Public Library  
200 N Main 
Miami, OK 74354  
Director: Marcia Johnson   
Phone: (918) 541-2292 
Fax: (918) 542-9363 
Hours: Mon, Wed-Thu 9:00-8; Tue, Fri-Sat 9:00-5; Sun 1-5 
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Craig County 
 

Vinita Public Library  
215 W Illinois Avenue 
Vinita, OK 74301  
Director: Susan Ryals   
Phone: (918) 256-2115 
Fax: (918) 256-2309 
Hours: Mon, Thu 12-7; Tue-Wed, Fri 12-6; Sat 12-3 
 

KANSAS 
 

Cherokee County 
 

Galena Public Library  
315 W. Seventh 
Galena, Kansas 66739 
Phone: (620) 783-5132 
Hours: Mon, Wed 1-8; Tue, Thu 10:30-5:30; Sat 11-2 
 
Johnston Public Library  
210 W. 10th 
Baxter Springs, Kansas 66713 
Phone: (620) 856-5591 
Fax: (620) 856-4498 
Hours: Mon, Thu 10-6; Tue, Wed, Fri 1-6 
 

Crawford County 
 

Pittsburg Public Library  
308 N. Walnut 
Pittsburg, Kansas 66762 
Phone: (620) 231-8110 
Fax: (620) 232-2258 
Hours: Mon-Thu 9-8; Fri, Sat 9-5  
 

If you have any questions or desire additional information, please feel free to contact the 
following individuals: 
 
 Mr. Dennis E. Rankin 
 USDA, Rural Utilities Service 
 Engineering and Environmental Staff 
 1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
 Washington, D.C. 20250-1571 
 Telephone #: 202-720-1953/Fax #: 202-720-0820 
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4.2 Project Schedule 
 
The public workshops have helped to define the issues and concerns and refine the 
routing alternatives for the project.  KAMO is assessing the potential impacts associated 
with alternative corridors in detail and in the Environmental Assessment being prepared 
for RDUP.  Once RDUP has a satisfactory Environmental Assessment for the project, it 
will make the Environmental Assessment available for public review and comment for a 
30-day period, although comments received after 30 days will also be taken into 
consideration to the extent practicable.  Based on the Environmental Assessment and 
comments, received, RDUP will either prepare a Finding of No Significant Impact or 
make a decision to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement.  There will be public 
notification of RDUP’s decision, which is anticipated to be made by early 2008. 
 
4.3 Alternative Corridor Additions 
 
As a result of information and additional data received at the agency and public scoping 
meetings, several route corridor segments were added.  The reasons for these 
modifications are discussed below.  Refer to Appendix 7 for these modifications and 
additional maps. 
 
At the Vinita, Oklahoma public meeting, several comments were received concerning 
population densities near the route corridor segment east of Welch, Oklahoma.  The 
public suggested that the area five miles to the west of Welch is less densely populated 
and would provide a routing opportunity with fewer residential impacts.  In response to 
these comments, the area northwest of Welch was investigated using aerial photography 
and site visits.  Based on these investigations, a reasonable alternative was identified to 
address the public concerns.  The new corridor segment was developed approximately 
one mile north of Welch, Oklahoma.  It continues approximately five miles to the west 
and then south to connect to an existing proposed corridor segment located west of Big 
Cabin, Oklahoma.    
 
Comments received at the Baxter Springs, Kansas public meeting focused on the area two 
and a half miles southeast of Columbus, Kansas.  Originally, all corridor segments 
coming out of the proposed Blackberry Substation would have been routed through this 
mile-wide corridor area.  The areas to the east and west of the bottleneck were 
investigated using aerial photography and site visits.  Based on the results of these 
investigations, two reasonable alternatives were added to address public concerns of this 
bottleneck.  To provide additional options, one corridor segment was added to the east of 
Crestline and another was added to the west.  The eastern route runs to the southwest and 
connects an existing proposed corridor segment near Carl Junction, Missouri to an 
existing proposed corridor segment two miles north of Baxter Springs, Kansas.  The 
western corridor segment connects the existing proposed western corridor segment three 
miles north and west of Crestline, KS to the newly developed western corridor segment 
northwest of Welch, OK.  In addition to those two corridor segments, one small corridor 
segment was developed two and a half miles northwest of Treece, Kansas to allow the 
new northwestern corridor segment to connect to existing proposed corridors to the south.   
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Tulsa District 
1645 S 101 E Avenue 
Tulsa, OK 74128-4609 
 
 
U.S. Department of Interior,  
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Kansas Field Office 
2609 Anderson Avenue 
Manhattan, KS 66502 
 
 
Federal Aviation Administration, 
Central Region Headquarters 
Airports Division ACE-600 
901 Locust 
Kansas City, MO 64106-2325 
 
 
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 
Conservation 
1801 North Lincoln 
Oklahoma City, OK 73152 
 
 
Oklahoma Conservation Commission 
2800 North Lincoln, Suite 160 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
 
 
 
Kansas Corporation Commission 
1500 SW Arrowhead Road 
Topeka, KS 66604-4027 
 
 
 
Kansas Department of 
Transportation, District 4 
411 W. Fourteenth 
Chanute, KS 66720-0498 
 
 
Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources, State Historic 
Preservation Office 
P.O. Box 176 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
 
 
Missouri Department of 
Transportation 
Southwest District 
3901 E 32nd Street 
Joplin, MO 64804 
 
 
NRCS, Vinita Service Center 
235 W. Hope Avenue 
Vinita, OK 74301-1302 
 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Little Rock District 
P.O. Box 1677 
Little Rock, AR 72203-0867 
 
 
U.S. Department of Interior,  
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Missouri Field Office 
101 Park DeVille Drive, Suite A 
Columbia, MO 65203-0057 
 
 
Oklahoma Department of 
Environmental Quality 
707 N. Robinson 
Oklahoma City, OK 73101-1677 
 
 
 
Oklahoma Historical Society 
2401 N. Laird Avenue 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105-4915 
 
 
 
Oklahoma Biological Survey 
Oklahoma Natural Heritage Inventory 
111 E. Chesapeake Street 
Norma, OK 73109 
 
 
Kansas Department of Health & 
Environment 
Curtis State Office Building 
1000 SW Jackson 
Topeka, KS 66612 
 
Kansas Department of Wildlife & 
Parks 
Office of the Secretary 
1020 S. Kansas, Rm 200 
Topeka, KS 66612-1327 
 
Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources 
P.O. Box 176 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
 
 
 
Missouri Public Service Commission 
Governor Office Building 
200 Madison Street 
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0360 
 
 
 
NRCS, Pryor Service Center 
4238 NE 1st

Pryor, OK 74362 
 

U.S. Department of Interior,  
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Oklahoma Field Office 
222 S. Houston, Suite A 
Tulsa, OK 74127 
 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Southwest Region Headquarters 
2601 Meacham Boulevard 
Fort Worth, TX 76137-4298 
 
 
 
Oklahoma Corporation Commission 
Jim Thorpe Building 
2101 North Lincoln Boulevard 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
 
 
 
Oklahoma Archaeological Survey 
111 East Chesapeake 
Norman, OK 73019-5111 
 
 
 
Oklahoma Department of 
Transportation, Field Division 8 
P.O. Box 660 
Tulsa, OK 74101 
 
 
Kansas State Historical Society 
Cultural Resource Division 
6425 SW Sixth Avenue 
Topeka, KS 66615 
 
 
Kansas Biological Survey 
2101 Constant Avenue, Higuchi Hall 
The University of Kansas 
Lawrence, KS 66047-3759 
 
 
Missouri Department of Conservation 
Southwest Regional Office 
2630 N. Mayfair 
Springfield, MO 65803 
 
 
 
NRCS, Miami Service Center 
630 E. Steve Owens Boulevard 
Miami, OK 74354-7800 
 
 
 
 
NRCS, Jay Service Center 
319 S 6th

Jay, OK 74346 
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NRCS, Carthage Service Center 
416 E. Airport Drive 
Carthage, MO 64836-3925 
 
 
NRCS, Columbus Service Center 
300 E. Country Road 
Columbus, KS 66725-1809 
 
 
Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 765 
Quapaw, OK 74363 
 
 
Cherokee Nation 
P.O. Box 948 
Tahlequah, OK 74465 
 
 
Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
118 S. Eight Tribes Trail 
Miami, OK 74355 
 
 
Ottawa Tribe of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 110 
Miami, OK 74355 
 
 
Osage Nation of Indians 
223 E. Lafayette Street 
Fayetteville, AR 72701 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EPA Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202 
 
 
NRCS, Neosho Service Center 
1900 S. Business Highway 71 
Neosho, MO 64850 
 
 
Oklahoma Indian Affairs Commission 
4545 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 282 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
 
 
United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee 
2450 S. Muskogee 
Tahlaquah, OK 74464 
 
 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 350 
Seneca, MO 64865 
 
 
Modoc Tribe of Oklahoma 
515 G SE 
Miami, OK 74354 
 
 
Wyandotte Nation – Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 250 
Wyandotte, OK 74370 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EPA Region 7 
901 N. 5th Street 
Kansas City, KS 66101 
 
 
NRCS, Girard Service Center 
207 S. Summit Street 
Girard, KS 66743-1540 
 
 
Osage Nation of Oklahoma 
627 Grandview 
Pawhuska, OK 74056 
 
 
Wichita and Affiliated Tribes 
P.O. Box 729 
Anadarko, OK 73005 
 
 
Miami Nation of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 1326 
Miami, OK 74355 
 
 
Seneca-Cayuga Tribe of Oklahoma 
R2301 E. Steve Owens Boulevard 
Miami, OK 74355 
 
 
Osage Tribe of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 779 
Pawhuska, OK 74056 
 
 
 

 
 

14



 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 3 
 

WORKSHOP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

15



16



17



18



 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 4 
 

WORKSHOP HANDOUTS 

19



20



21



22



 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 5 
 

PRESENTATION BOARDS 

23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 6 
 

COMMENT LETTERS 
 

31



PUBLIC WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED 
 
The following people submitted comments concerning the KAMO Blackberry-Chouteau 
Transmission Line Project: 
 

1. Allen Sanders 
2. Ben Means 
3. Bill Fairsfreats 
4. Bill Jackson 
5. Bill W. & Shirley Turner 
6. Bob Guilliams 
7. C. O. Stanley 
8. Charles & Eileen Neer 
9. Charles L. Carlett 
10. Dale Estep 
11. David & Melanie Kalar 
12. Debbie Gaines 
13. Floyd & Leneva Rhoe 
14. Gary & Rhonda Cooley 
15. Gary & Rhonda Cooley; Petition of 88 signatures 
16. Gregory H. Grigg 
17. Harvey Clark 
18. Jack Brumback 
19. Jay & Debbie Evans 
20. Jeri Estep 
21. Jess & Marla Larison 
22. Jim Bushyhead 
23. Jim Dungan 
24. Katie Gaines; 52 Letters 
25. Larry Sanda 
26. Leon Walker 
27. Mr. & Mrs. James L. Evans 
28. Pat Gwin 
29. Pete Schofield 
30. Polly C. Burcham 
31. Robert J. Fleming 
32. Robert Russell 
33. Ronald Mercer 
34. Rosalie Duffin Lopp 
35. Royan J. & Christian C. Meyer 
36. Ruth Schumaker 
37. Steve Stanley 
38. Todd Chlanda 
39. Tom Andris 
40. Tom Thomas 
41. Wendell L. Wilkinson 
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The following 52 comment letters were received together as a collective group from 
Senator Tom Coburn: 
 

1. Katie Gaines 
2. Heath Gaines 
3. Kevin Seaton 
4. Stephanie Seaton 
5. A. Droper 
6. James Baker 
7. Kristi Baker 
8. Bill Harper 
9. Jo Harper 
10. James Brede 
11. Shawna Brede 
12. Frank Leonard 
13. James Williams 
14. Leroy Malone 
15. Ladonna Malone 
16. Jake Malone 
17. Vernon Minson, Jr. 
18. Larry Powell, Jr. 
19. Krista Powell 
20. Larry Powell 
21. Carol Powell 
22. Chris Lundy 
23. Donna Lundy 
24. John Matthews 
25. Steven Poe 
26. Tiffany Poe 
27. Richard Ayres 
28. Charlene Ayres 
29. Betty Abbott 
30. Steve Bryan 
31. Judy Bryan 
32. Jake McCoin 
33. Leon McCoin 
34. Angie Wall 
35. Dan Peetoom 
36. Howard Berry 
37. Arnold Speer 
38. Carol Speer 
39. Danny Jameson 
40. Doug Wells 
41. Barb Wells 
42. Frank Weicht 
43. Lisa Weicht 
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44. Roger Smith 
45. Deloris Smith 
46. Troy King 
47. Tonya King 
48. Phillip Shamblin 
49. Reta Shamblin 
50. Helen Mount 
51. James Chandler 
52. Ronda Chandler 

 
The following 43 comment letters were received together as a collective group from 
Representative Dan Boren: 
 

1. Katie Gaines 
2. Debbie Gaines 
3. Kevin Seaton 
4. Stephanie Seaton 
5. A. Droper 
6. Bill Harper 
7. Jo Harper 
8. James Williams 
9. Leroy Malone 
10. Ladonna Malone 
11. Jake Malone 
12. Vernon Minson, Jr. 
13. Larry Powell, Jr. 
14. Krista Powell 
15. Larry Powell 
16. Carol Powell 
17. Chris Lundy 
18. Donna Lundy 
19. John Matthews 
20. Steven Poe 
21. Tiffany Poe 
22. Richard Ayres 
23. Charlene Ayres 
24. Betty Abbott 
25. Steve Bryan 
26. Judy Bryan 
27. Jake McCoin 
28. Leon McCoin 
29. Angie Wall 
30. Arnold Speer 
31. Carol Speer 
32. Danny Jameson 
33. Doug Wells 
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34. Barb Wells 
35. Frank Weicht 
36. Lisa Weicht 
37. Roger Smith 
38. Deloris Smith 
39. Troy King 
40. Tonya King 
41. Helen Mount 
42. James Chandler 
43. Ronda Chandler 
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Public Comment Summary: Vinita, OK 
     

Category # Comments
Aesthetics  
Total: 7 4 Visual disturbance 
  3 Noise disturbance 
  7   
Construction, Operation & Maintenance 
Total: 7 3 Oppose herbicide spraying that could wash into creeks 
  2 ROW maintenance is damaging and a nuisance 
  1 Construction & operation disrupts farming operations 
  1 Will create unwanted traffic across property 
  7   
Cultural Resources 
Total: 1 1 Rural character of area will be disturbed 
  1   
Data & Maps   
Total: 3 2 Request for more project information, maps, comment forms 
  1 Maps did not show new Vinita Sports Complex and all existing houses 
  3   
Economics   
Total: 11 4 Property will decrease in value 
  3 Corridors hinder existing/future projects on property 
  1 Refuse to sell ROW unless by court order 
  1 Currently receive 97% of power from GRDA; KAMO line brings no benefit 
  1 Costs of farming operations would increase 
  1 Compensation payments not sufficient for all impacts 
  11   
EIS Process   

Total: 9 3 
Request for full environmental impact study to assess potential damage, 
not fast track construction 

  2 Concern that many landowners unaware of project proposal 
  1 Request for final environmental documents when completed (EA or EIS) 

  1 
KAMO crossing Northeastern Oklahoma Electric Cooperative (NEOEC) 
territory but didn't consult them 

  1 
Object to decision-making process that resulted in narrow study area and 
illogical corridors 

  1 
KAMO should be more willing to interact with community and resolve 
issues 

  9   
Environment & Wildlife 

Total: 177 55 

Construction and ROW clearing lead to soil compaction, streambank 
erosion, sediment loading in creeks, removal of trees, increase in water 
and ground temperature, and prevent mitigation and regrowth 

  54 

Route between 4460 and 4470 Roads contains important sensitive habitat, 
native prairies, bottomland hardwood forests, streams (ex: Little Cabin 
Creek, Arkansas darter, grassland bird habitat, white fringed prairie orchid, 
hawkmoth) 

  54 
KAMO replaces native trees with non-native Kentucky 31 fescue that 
supports little wildlife 

  4 Environment and wildlife will be disrupted 
  2 Environment and wildlife should be protected 
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  2 Disruption of continuous tracts of farmland and pasture 
  1 Concern for Oklahoma National Wildlife Refuge 
  1 Concern for wetlands 
  1 Concern for wildlife habitat for nesting and feeding birds 

  1 
Contact Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality to study wildlife 
and plant impacts 

  1 
Concerns over effects on waterways (ex: waterfowl migration, fish kills, 
algae growth, invasive plant growth) 

  1 
Stray voltage felt by animals causes hesitation to approach water troughs 
and feeders 

  177   
Growth     

Total: 4 2 
Routes placed west of Vinita will negatively impact future development 
since creeks and turnpike limit other directional growth 

  1 
Commercial Route 2 or railroad east of Vinita don't encroach on property 
intended for future development 

  1 
Areas north of Vinita are only potential growth areas due to creeks and 
floodplain restrictions elsewhere 

  4   
Health & Safety 
Total: 16 4 Danger to human health (ex: EMF-cancer link) 
  3 Structures will be in close proximity to homes and family farms 

  3 
Poles, wires, and fences hazardous to farm machinery, livestock, and 
children 

  1 At what distance will EMF not affect humans? 
  1 What is total area of EMF? 
  1 Danger to livestock health 
  1 ROWs make sites more accessible for litter, vandalism and trespassers 
  1 Safety issues surrounding electrical contact or arc flashes 
  1 Safety issues from storms and storm damage 
  16   
Opposition   
Total: 62 58 Object to project going through area 
  3 Object to project going through personal property 
  1 KAMO proposing a buyout? 
  62   
Route Preference 
Total: 71 54 Object to route east of Bluejacket between 4460 and 4470 Roads 
  5 Preference for routes west of Vinita since less populated 

  6 
Preference for routes following railroads, existing lines, highways, gas 
pipelines, industrial/commercial property, or state/federal recreation land 

  2 
Plan corridors in areas more likely to benefit; not area already served by 
NEOEC 

  1 Segment #27 will negatively affect northern growth of Vinita 
  1 Preference for routes east of Vinita 
  1 KAMO seeking a more westerly route? 
  1 Current transmission path will affect many small farms 
  71   
Total Comments: 368 
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Public Comment Summary: Baxter Springs, KS 

     
Category # Comments
Aesthetics 
Total: 5 5 Lost aesthetic value 
  5   
Construction, Operation & Maintenance 
Total: 2 1 Inconvenience for farming operations 
  1 Possible damage during maintenance 
  2   
Cultural Resources 
Total: 3 3 Historical site disruption: Agricultural & Industrial Institute 
  3   
Economics   
Total: 20 8 Property will decrease in value 
  8 No local benefits; profits go elsewhere (such as MO and OK) 
  3 Property originally purchased by landowner because free of existing lines 
  1 Will landowners be compensated? 
  20   
EIS Process   
Total: 9 3 Request more project information, maps 
  2 Request information on final route decision 
  2 Many landowners unaware of project proposal 
  1 Inaccurate environmental assessment process 
  1 Request notification of future public meetings 
  9   
Environment   
Total: 2 1 Concern for sensitive environment 
  1 Important habitat will be negatively effected (ex: wetlands, deciduous forests) 
  2   
Growth     
Total: 2 1 Oppose growth of future utilities 
  1 Corridors prevent future growth/building on affected properties 
  2   
Health & Safety 
Total: 16 7 Danger to human health (ex: EMF-cancer link) 
  3 Danger to livestock health 
  3 Human safety risk 
  2 Homes dangerously close to power lines 
  1 Inability of landowner to adjust due to declining health 
  16   
Opposition   
Total: 
105 94 Object to project (Petition) 
  11 Object to project 
  105   
Recreation   
Total: 2 1 Currently constructing hunting lodge on affected property 
  1 Hunting on property would be prevented 
  2   
Route Preference 
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Total: 5 1 Preference for routes west of Baxter Superfund site 
  1 KAMO seeking easy route at expense of landowner 
  1 Possible to use abandoned railroads? 
  1 Continue eastern route farther south into Newton County, MO 
  1 Preference for using other utilities' high transmission lines 
  5   
Storm Damage 
Total: 3 3 Risk of storm damage 
  3   
Wildlife     
Total: 3 2 Wildlife and nature setting will be disrupted 
  1 Threatened or endangered species may be present 
  3   
Other     
Total: 2 1 Proposal planned at time when landowners occupied with farming operations 
  1 Cell phone reception could be disrupted 
  2   
Total Comments: 179 
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AGENCY WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED 
 

The following agencies submitted 32 comment letters concerning the KAMO Blackberry-
Chouteau Transmission Line Project: 
 
 Agency Representative Date
    
1 Bureau of Land Management, Tulsa Field Office Mark Spencer 8/16/07 
2 Cherokee Nation Linda Taylor 4/29/07 
3 Army Corps of Engineers, Tulsa District David A. Manning 5/23/07 
4 Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District Kyle Clark 8/17/07 
5 Environmental Protection Agency Mike McAteer 5/4/07 
6 Environmental Protection Agency David Drake 8/15/07 
7 Federal Aviation Administration, Central Region Todd M. Madison, P.E. 4/24/07 
8 Federal Aviation Administration, Southwest Region Lana Page Logan, P.E. 5/23/07 
9 Kansas Biological Survey, University of Kansas Jennifer M. Delisle 5/9/07 
10 Kansas Corporation Commission Larry W. Holloway 4/18/07 
11 Kansas Department of Health and Environment Joseph Dom 5/16/07 
12 Kansas Department of Wildlife & Parks Nate Davis 5/9/07 
13 Kansas State Historical Society Jennie Chinn 5/7/07 
14 Missouri Department of Conservation Michael S. Smith 5/15/07 
15 Missouri Department of Natural Resources Mark A. Miles 4/18/07 
16 Missouri Department of Natural Resources H. Floyd Gilzow 5/18/07 
17 Missouri Public Service Commission Mike Taylor 8/9/07 
18 
 

Natural Resources Conservation Service, Miami 
Field Office 

Michael Ramming 8/8/07 

19 Natural Resources Conservation Service, Vinita 
Field Office 

Erik N. Friend 4/27/07 

20 Oklahoma Archeological Survey, University of 
Oklahoma 

Robert L. Brooks 4/18/07 

21 Oklahoma Biological Survey, Oklahoma Natural 
Heritage Inventory 

Ian Butler 4/19/07 

22 Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality Ray Roberts 8/28/07 
23 Oklahoma Department of Transportation Dawn R. Sullivan 6/18/07 
24 Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation William Ray 6/18/07 
25 Oklahoma Historical Society, State Historic 

Preservation Office 
Melvena Heisch 5/15/07 

26 Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma John P. Froman 4/27/06 
27 US Fish & Wildlife Service, Kansas Field Office Michael J. LeValley 4/30/07, 8/2/07 
28 US Fish & Wildlife Service, Missouri Field Office Charles M. Scott 5/8/07 
29 US Fish & Wildlife Service, Oklahoma Field Office Jerry J. Brabander 5/23/07, 9/12/07 
30 Wyandotte Nation Kathleen A. Welch 8/20/07 
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   DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND PARKS         KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, GOVERNOR

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5/9/2007 
           
Mr. Steve Thornhill 
9400 Ward Parkway 
Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 
 
Dear Mr. Thornhill: 
 
We have reviewed the study areas for the 345kV KAMO Power Blackberry – Chouteau transmission 
line proposed to transect Cherokee and Crawford Counties in Kansas.  The project is a new electrical 
line construction project with estimated right-of-ways near 100 – 150’ and pole heights near 90’.  The 
project was reviewed for potential impacts on crucial wildlife habitats, current state-listed threatened 
and endangered wildlife species, and public recreation areas for which this agency has some 
administrative authority. 
 
The study area has multiple known locations of state-listed species and critical habitats that are 
protected under the Kansas Nongame and Endangered Species Conservation Act.  In addition, there 
are public wildlife areas including the Spring River and Shoal Creek Wildlife Areas, and areas of 
particular biological importance such as the Spring River, Schemerhorn Park, and hundreds of mapped 
wetlands from the National Wetland Inventory.  We have included a link to out website that contains 
county lists of Threatened and Endangered species and those with critical habitats, as well as 
information on individual species and their assigned areas of critical habitat.  We assume primary 
disturbance will be to terrestrial habitats, so a thorough review of critical habitats should occur for the 
Broadhead Skink (Eumeces laticeps), Cave Salamander (Eurycea lucifuga), Eastern Narrowmouth 
Toad (Gastrophryne carolinenesis), Eastern Newt (Notophthalmus viridescens), Gray Myotis (Myotis 
grisescens), Green Frog (Rana clamitans), Grotto Salamander (Typhlotriton spelaeus), Longtail 
Salamander (Eurycea longicauda), Many-ribbed salamander (Eurycea multiplicata), Redbelly Snake 
(Storeria occipitomaculata), and Spring Peeper (Psuedacris crucifer).  Consultation with the US Fish 
and Wildlife Services will be necessary for the Gray Bat since it is also federally protected 
(785.539.3474). 
 
Website Link: 
http://www.kdwp.state.ks.us/news/other_services/threatened_and_endangered_species/threatened_an
d_endangered_species 
 
In order to provide a more specific review, we recommend you establish a meeting to discuss route 
options.  Please include our office and KDWP’s Region 5 Area Office, specifically Public Lands 
supervisor Lance Hedges and Fish & Wildlife supervisor Larry Tiemann.  These gentlemen have much 
more specific knowledge of natural resources within your proposed study area.  Their address is  
 
1500 W. 7th 
PO Box 777 
Chanute, KS 66720  
620.431-0381 

Track: 20070218 
 CK/CR 
Ref: D5.0303 
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& PROJECT MAPS 
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