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Innocent Landowner Defense. 
That defense to CERCLA liability provided in 42 USC 9601(35) and 9607(b)(3). One of the 
requirements to qualify for this defense is that the party make "all appropriate inquiry into the 
previous ownership and uses of the property consistent with good commercial or customary 
practice." There are additional requirements to qualify for this defense.

Interviews. 
Those questions to be asked of owners and occupants of the property and questions to be asked of 
local government officials.
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Key Site Manager. 
The key site manager is the person identified by the owner of a property as having good knowledge 
of the uses and physical characteristics of the property.

Landfill. 
A place, location, tract of land, area, or premises used for the landfill disposal of solid wastes as 
defined by state solid waste regulations. The term is synonymous with the term Solid Waste Disposal 
Site and is also known as a garbage dump.

Likelihood of Release. 
Relative likelihood of a hazardous substance migrating from the site through the specific pathway 
medium (groundwater, surface water, air).

Local Government Agencies. 
Those agencies of municipal or county government having jurisdiction over the property. Municipal 
and county government agencies include, but are not limited to, cities, parishes, townships and I 
similar entities.

Local Street Directories. 
Directories published by private (or sometimes government) sources that show ownership and/or use 
of sites by reference to street addresses. Often local street directories are available at libraries o local 
governments, colleges or universities, or historical societies.

LQG. 
Large Quantity Generator.



LUST. 
Leaking Underground Storage Tank.

LUST Sites. 
State lists of leaking underground storage tank sites. Section 9003(h) of Subtitle I of RCRA gives 
EPA (and states, under cooperative agreements with EPA) the authority to clean up releases from 
underground storage tank systems or require owners and operators to do so.

Major Occupants. 
Those tenants, subtenants or other persons or entities, each of which uses at least 40 percent of the 
leasable area of the property, or any anchor tenant when the property is a shopping center.

Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS). 
Written or printed material concerning a hazardous substance prepared by chemical manufacturers, 
importers, and employers for hazardous chemicals pursuant to OSHA's Hazard Communication 
System, 29 CFR 1910.1200(g).

National Contingency Plan (NCP). 
The National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan, found at 40 CFR 300, 
which is EPA's blueprint on how hazardous substances are to be cleaned up pursuant to CERCLA.

National Priorities List (NPL). 
List compiled by EPA pursuant to CERCLA 42 USC 9605(a)(8)(B) of properties with the highest 
priority for cleanup pursuant to EPA's Hazard Ranking System. See 40 CFR Part 300.

NIOSH. 
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health.

NFPA. 
National Fire Protection Association.

NPDES. 
National Pollution Discharge Elimination System.

Obvious. 
That which is plain or evident; a condition or fact which could not be ignored or overlooked by a 
reasonable observer while visually or physically observing the property.

Occupants. 
Those tenants, subtenants, or other persons or entities using the property or a portion of the property.

OSHA. 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration, or when discussing the actual regulations, this 
acronym refers to the Occupational Safety and Health Act.

Other Historical Sources. 
Any source or sources other than standard historical sources that are credible to a reasonable person 



and that identify past uses or occupancies of the property. The term includes records in the files, 
and/or personal knowledge of the property owner and/or occupants. (see glossary for the definition of 
Standard Historical Sources)

Owner. 
Generally the fee owner of record of the property.

PCBs. 
Polychlorinated Biphenyls.

Petroleum Exclusion. 
The exclusion from CERCLA liability provided in 42 USC 9601(14), as interpreted by the courts and 
EPA- "The term (hazardous substance) does not include petroleum, including crude oil or any 
fraction thereof which is not otherwise specifically listed or designated as a hazardous substance 
under subparagraphs (A) through (F) of this paragraph, and the term does not include natural gas, 
natural gas liquids, liquefied natural gas, or synthetic gas usable for fuel (or mixtures of natural gas 
and such synthetic gas)."

Petroleum Products.
Those substances included within the meaning of the terms within the Petroleum Exclusion to 
CERCLA, 42 USC 9601(14), as interpreted by the courts and EPA, that is-. petroleum, including 
crude oil or any fraction thereof which is not otherwise specifically listed or designated as a 
hazardous substance under subparagraphs (A) through (F) of this paragraph, and the term does not 
include natural gas, natural gas liquids, liquefied natural gas, or synthetic gas usable for fuel (or 
mixtures of natural gas and such synthetic gas). (The word "fraction" refers to certain distillates of 
crude oil, including gasoline, kerosene, diesel oil, jet fuels, and fuel oil, pursuant to "Standard 
Definitions of Petroleum Statistics" prepared by the American Petroleum Institute, 4th Ed., 1988.)

Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (SA). 
This is a professional inquiry into the property in which conditions found in the TSQ are further 
studied. Phase assessments delve more deeply into the history and use of the property.

Physical Setting Sources. 
Sources that provide information about the geologic, hydrogeologic, hydrologic, or topographic 
characteristics of a property.

Pits, Ponds, or Lagoons. 
Man-made or natural depressions in a ground surface that are likely to hold liquids or sludge 
containing hazardous substances or petroleum products. The likelihood of such liquids or sludge 
being present is determined by evidence of factors associated with the pit, pond, or lagoon, 
including, but not limited to, discolored water, distressed vegetation, or the presence of an obvious 
wastewater discharge.

Practically Reviewable. 
Information that is practically reviewable means that the information is provided by the source in a 
manner and in a form that, upon examination, yields information relevant to the property without the 
need for extraordinary analysis of irrelevant data. The form of the information shall be such that the 
user can review the records for a limited geographic area. Records that cannot be feasibly retrieved 
by reference to the location of the property or a geographic area in which the property is located are 



not generally practically reviewable. Most databases of public records are practically reviewable if 
they can be obtained from the source agency by the county, city, zip code, or other geographic 
designation of the facilities listed in the record system. Records that are sorted, filed, organized, or 
maintained by the source agency only chronologically are not generally practically. reviewable.

Preparer. 
The person preparing the TSQ who may be either the user or the person to whom the user has 
delegated the preparation

Property. 
Real property that is the subject of the Environmental Site Assessment. Real property includes 
buildings and other fixtures and improvements located on the property and affixed to the land.

Property Tax Files. 
The files kept for property tax purposes by the local jurisdiction where the property is located 
including records of past ownership, appraisals, maps, sketches, photos, or other information that is 
reasonably ascertainable and pertains to the property.

PRP. 
Potentially Responsible Party pursuant to CERCLA 42 USC 9607(a).

Publicly Available. 
Information that is available by anyone upon request.
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