
 
 
 
   

 
Satellite image with enhanced low cloud-top temperatures for 6:10 a.m. EDT (NOAA) 

 

Agricultural Weather Highlights – Tuesday - March 19, 2024 
 In the West, any lingering precipitation is confined to east-central Arizona and west-central New Mexico.  Elsewhere, 

warm, dry weather prevails, with record-setting high temperatures continuing in parts of the Northwest.  Cotton seeding is 
underway in Arizona, with 2% of the intended acreage planted by March 17. 

 
 On the Plains, temperatures are quickly rebounding to near- or above-normal levels.  Later today, high temperatures 

should reach 65°F or higher from Nebraska southward.  Dry weather throughout the region favors spring fieldwork, 
including planting activities in parts of Texas.  On March 17, more than one-third (34%) of the intended corn acreage had 
been planted in Texas, along with 27% of the sorghum.  

 
 In the Corn Belt, breezy, dry weather prevails, aside from a few snow showers in the upper Great Lakes region.  Although 

cool weather covers much of the Midwest, warmth is starting to overspread the western Corn Belt.  Later today, maximum 
temperatures should approach 70°F in the middle Mississippi Valley. 

  
 In the South, freeze warnings are in effect early today into southern sections of Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana, 

excluding areas along the Gulf Coast.  The cold weather poses a threat to a variety of crops, including blooming fruit trees 
and winter grains, as well as ornamentals and nursery crops.  By March 17 in Texas, 13% of the winter wheat had headed, 
all in the southern part of the state—an area not affected by sub-freezing temperatures. 

 
Outlook:  A high pressure system currently centered over the central Gulf Coast region will slowly drift eastward.  As a result, 
lingering frost may occur on Wednesday morning in the Atlantic Coast States as far south as Georgia.  During the latter half of 
the week, a secondary surge of cold air will primarily affect the Midwest and Northeast, with temperatures briefly falling to 
near 0°F in the upper Great Lakes region.  On Thursday morning, hard freezes (28°F or below) should occur as far south as the 
Ohio Valley.  Farther west, a late-season storm will produce snow, starting on Thursday, from the northern Plains into the 
upper Midwest.  Significant snow accumulations may occur from northern Montana into Wisconsin and Michigan.  
Additional cold air will drain southward in the wake of the snow, with the brunt of the chill focused across the northern Plains 
and upper Midwest.  Elsewhere, unsettled, showery weather will return late in the week across northern California and the 
Northwest, while rain may develop in parts of the southern and eastern U.S.  The NWS 6- to 10-day outlook for March 24 – 28 
calls for above-normal temperatures along the Gulf Coast and throughout the eastern U.S., while cooler-than-normal conditions 
will prevail west of a line from central Texas to Lake Superior.  Meanwhile, wetter-than-normal weather will cover nearly the 
entire country, with the greatest likelihood of wet conditions expected in the Mississippi Valley and the Southwest. 
 
Contact:  Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-2397) 
Web Site:  https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/TODAYSWX.pdf 
  

Product issued by USDA’s World Agricultural Outlook Board, Office of the Chief Economist. 
The outlook is an interpretation of National Weather Service (NWS) forecasts and products. 
Next scheduled noon release of the “Agricultural Weather Highlights” will be Thursday, April 11, 2024.  On other weekdays, this product will be posted by 9 am ET. 


