
  
 

  
 

  
   

    
  

    
    
   

       
  

  
  

    
  

      
  

   
   

    
   

  
     
     

   

      
  

  
    

  
   

   
   
    

   
   

   
       

 
 

  
    

  
   

  
   
    

   
   

    
   
 

    
  
    

 

  

  
   

  
    

DRAFT 

USDA EQUITY COMMISSION 
PUBLIC MEETING #5 
June 27 – June 29, 2023 

AGENDA 
June 27, 2023: 10:00 a.m. – 4:45 p.m. ET 
June 28, 2023: 10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. ET 
June 29, 2023: 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. ET 

Bismarck, North Dakota and Zoom for Government 
Main Registration Link 

TIME TOPICS 

Overview: This document outlines the agenda for the fifth public meeting of the Equity Commission. 

Meeting Objectives: 
1. Equity Commission and Agriculture Subcommittee will hear from USDA leadership on the status 

of Interim Report recommendation implementation. 
2. Equity Commission and Agriculture Subcommittee (Tiger Teams) will discuss proposed 

amendments and/or new recommendations. 
3. RCED members will present their preliminary recommendations to the Equity Commission. 
4. Equity Commission will deliberate and vote on amendments from Tiger Teams and new 

recommendations from RCED for inclusion in final report.  

DAY 1: EC and AG – Tuesday, June 27, 2023 
9:45 a.m. 
15 minutes 

Zoom Room Open – Time for participants to log on and test their technology 

10:00 a.m. 
5 minutes 

Opening of Meeting 
• Cecilia Hernandez, Designated Federal Officer (DFO) 
- Objective: Call meeting to order and take attendance 

10:05 a.m. 
10 minutes 

Welcome Remarks 
• Tribal Leader – Janet Alkire, Chairwoman, Standing Rock Sioux Tribe 

10:15 a.m. 
15 minutes 

Co-Chair Opening Remarks 
• Co-Chair Rodriguez and Co-Chair Cousin 

10:30 a.m. 
5 minutes 

Goals for Day 1 
• DFO Hernandez 
- Objective: Provide an outline of Day 1 

10:35 a.m. Presentation: USDA Official Response to Interim Report 
45 minutes • Dr. Goldmon, Senior Advisor for Racial Equity to the Secretary of Agriculture 

- Objective: Provide an updated response to the Equity Commission’s Interim 
Report that was released in February of this year. 

11:20 a.m. 
10 minutes Administrative Break 

11:30 a.m. 

45 minutes 

Presentation: FPAC Implementation Progress Update 
• Gloria Montaño Greene, Deputy Under Secretary, Farm Production and 

Conservation (FPAC) 
• Zach Ducheneaux, Administrator, Farm Service Agency (FSA) 

DRAFT 

https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_pDzppYrzRQSoPqHQOLAMSw
https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_pDzppYrzRQSoPqHQOLAMSw
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- Objective: Provide an update on FPAC’s progress in implementing the 
recommendations outlined in the Equity Commission Interim Report and will 
provide an update on what is to come. 

12:15 p.m. 
60 minutes Break for Lunch 

1:15 p.m. 
40 minutes 

Presentation: Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights Update 
• Dr. Penny Brown Reynolds, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
- Objective: Provide an update on actions being taken and activities of the Office of 

the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights. 

1:55 p.m. 
5 minutes Administrative Break 

2:00 p.m. 
90 minutes 

Discussion on Interim Recommendations 
• Equity Commission and Ag Subcommittee members 
- Objective: Present and discuss proposed amendments, revisions and/or new 

recommendations from members and Tiger Teams 
3:30 p.m. 
15 minutes Administrative Break 

3:45 p.m. 
60 minutes 

Deliberation and Voting on Refinements to Interim Recommendations 
• Equity Commission Members Only 
- Objective: Deliberate and vote on amendments, revisions, and/or new 

recommendations from members and Tiger Teams for inclusion in the final report. 
4:45 p.m. 
5 minutes Day 1 Recap / Day 2 Plan and Adjourn – DFO Hernandez 

DAY 2: EC, AG, and RCED – Wednesday, June 28, 2023 
9:45 a.m. ET 
15 minutes 

Zoom Room Open – Time for participants to log on and test their technology 

10:00 a.m. 
5 minutes 

Opening of Meeting 
• DFO Hernandez 
- Objective: Call meeting to order and take attendance 

10:05 a.m. 
5 minutes 

Welcome Remarks 
• Deb DuMontier, Acting Director, USDA Office of Tribal Relations 

10:10 a.m. 
15 minutes 

Co-Chair Opening Remarks 
• Co-Chair Rodriguez and Co-Chair Cousin 

10:25 a.m. 
5 minutes 

Goals for Day 2 
• DFO Hernandez 
- Objective: Provide an outline of Day 2 

10:30 a.m. 
30 minutes 

Presentation: Inflation Reduction Act Updates: Section 22006 – 22007 
• Dr. Goldmon, Senior Advisor for Racial Equity to the Secretary of Agriculture 
• Margo Schlanger, Senior Advisor 
• Carlos Ortiz, National Program Leader, USDA National Institute of Food and 

Agriculture 
- Objective: Provide an overview of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) Section 

22006 & 22007and an update on what’s occurred to date. 
11:00 a.m. 
15 minutes Administrative Break 

11:15 a.m. 
75 minutes 

Presentation: Rural Development Update 

DRAFT 
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• Xochitl Torres Small, Under Secretary for Rural Development; Andrew Berke, 
Administrator for Rural Utility Service; Steffanie Bezruki, Chief of Staff for Rural 
Development; and Gbenga Ajilore, Senior Advisor for Rural Development 

- Objective: Provide an update on Rural Development at USDA with a priority 
focus on the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Update on water and high-speed 
internet along with a progress overview by IRA on clean energy. Include updates 
on Rural Partners Network (RPN), Rural Data Gateway, and Rural Energy for 
America Program (REAP) 

12:30 p.m. 
60 minutes Lunch 

1:30 p.m. Public Comments 
30 minutes • Facilitated by Mr. Lionel Savage 

- Objective: Provide the public an opportunity to provide input for the Equity 
Commission to consider as it completes its work. 

2:00 p.m. 
30 minutes 

Presentation: Reflections from RD State Employees 
• Erin Oban, State Director & Mark Wax, Deputy State Director 
- Objective: Share reflections from RD State Employees. 

2:30 p.m. 
15 minutes Administrative Break 

2:45 p.m. Presentation and Discussion of RCED Recommendations 
75 minutes • Intro by DFO Hernandez 

• RCED Focus Areas – RCED Members 
- Objective: Present and discuss RCED preliminary recommendations for inclusion 

in the final report. 
4:00 p.m. 
15 minutes 

Administrative Break 

4:15 p.m. 

75 minutes 

Continue Presentation and Discussion of RCED Recommendations 
• RCED Focus Areas – RCED Members 
- Objective: Present and discuss RCED preliminary recommendations for inclusion 

in the final report 

5:30 p.m. 
5 minutes 

Day 2 Recap / Day 3 Plan and Adjourn – DFO Hernandez 

DAY 3: EC and RCED – Thursday, June 29, 2023 
9:45 a.m. 
15 minutes 

Zoom Room Open – Time for participants to log on and test their technology 

10:00 a.m. 
10 minutes 

Opening of Meeting and Agenda 

10:10 a.m. 
5 minutes 

Goals for Day 3 
• DFO Hernandez 
- Objective: Provide an outline of Day 3 

10:15 a.m. 
75 minutes 

Continue Presentation and Discussion of RCED Recommendations 
• RCED Focus Areas – RCED Members 
- Objective: Present and discuss RCED preliminary recommendations for inclusion 

in the final report. 
11:30 a.m. 
15 minutes Administrative Break 

11:45 a.m. 
75 minutes 

Continue Presentation and Discussion of RCED Recommendations 
• RCED Focus Areas – RCED Members 
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- Objective: Present and discuss RCED preliminary recommendations for inclusion 
in the final report. 

1:00 p.m. 
60 minutes Lunch 

2:00 p.m. 
120 minutes 

Deliberations and Voting 
• Equity Commission Members Only 
- Objective: Deliberate and vote on amendments, revisions, and/or new 

recommendations from RCED Subcommittee for inclusion in the final report.  
4:00 p.m. Adjourn – DFO Hernandez 

+60 minutes - Additional time to continue deliberation and voting if needed 
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