
 

 
March 10, 2022 

 

Dear Tribal Leader, 

 

Hihanni waste, greetings.  On behalf of the Secretary, you are cordially invited by the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to participate in the upcoming USDA Tribal 
Consultations on Barriers/Equity: Annual Progress Report & Feedback for Next Steps.  These 
consultations are a follow up on the two consultations that occurred in March 2021 in response to 
President Biden’s Executive Order on Advancing Racial Equity and Support for Underserved 
Communities.  There will be five consultations covering different subject matters areas at USDA.  
The attached agenda breaks down essential information into greater depth such as the subject 
areas, issues involved, and the agencies involved and will additionally be posted on the OTR 
consultation website at: https://www.usda.gov/tribalrelations/tribal-consultations.  Prior to each 
consultation, a tribal caucus will start at 2:00 pm ET.  USDA staff will not participate in the tribal 
caucus as it is designed for tribal leaders and tribal organizations to have internal discussion.  The 
consultation with USDA officials and tribal leaders will then take place from 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
ET.  These consultations will be virtual.  Please see below for the subject areas and registration 
details. 

Economic Development 

Date: Monday, April 11, 2022 

Time: 2:00-3:00pm ET Tribal Caucus (hosted by NAFOA, NCAIED, and Native CDFI) 

 3:00-5:00pm ET Tribal Consultation  

Registration Link:  https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN__aumhH76RW-
qFr9GEQAIYg 

 

Food, Safety, and Trade 

Date: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 

Time: 2:00-3:00pm ET Tribal Caucus (hosted by IFAI and NCAI) 

 3:00-5:00pm ET Tribal Consultation 

Registration Link:  
https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_rPrh1faMTxaQMkko7ZPSOQ 
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Farming, Ranching, and Conservation 

Date: Thursday, April 14, 2022 

Time: 2:00-3:00pm ET Tribal Caucus (hosted by IAC, ITBC, and NCAI) 

 3:00-5:00pm ET Tribal Consultation 

Registration Link:  https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_CB6qpywpQ0ae7GWO-
Xzvvg 

 

Forests & Public Lands 

Date: Friday, April 15, 2022 

Time: 2:00-3:00pm ET Tribal Caucus (hosted by NAFWS and ITC) 

 3:00-5:00pm ET Tribal Consultation 

Registration Link: 
https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_STUGdH2RTwGmtTg7yLAnWA 

 

Education & Research 

Date: Monday, April 18, 2022 

Time: 2:00-3:00pm ET Tribal Caucus (hosted by AISES, AIHEC, NIEA) 

 3:00-5:00pm ET Tribal Consultation 

Registration Link: 
https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_OB8XbgDbSM6zkRZDF1yGuA 

 

Proxies. In the event you cannot attend and wish to send a proxy, please notify OTR by Friday 
April 8, 2022.  To designate a proxy for this meeting, please copy the attached delegation form to 
tribal letterhead.  This designation will authorize your designee, in writing, who will attend in your 
place and the estimated time of your absence.  The delegation cannot be in perpetuity. You are also 
encouraged to bring program leadership and staff from your nation to the tribal consultation as 
observers. 
 

Please contact Tribal.Relations@usda.gov  or at 202-205-2249 if you have any questions. We 
thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to joining you for these consultations. 

 

Lila wopila (much thanks), 

 

Heather Dawn Thompson (Cheyenne River Sioux) 

Director, Office of Tribal Relations 
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Attachments (1): 

1. USDA Tribal Consultations on Barriers/Equity: Annual Progress Report & Feedback for Next 
Steps Agenda 

2. Tribal Leader Proxy Template 

 


