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Like many others in Las Vegas, Emilia 
Hernandez Gutierrez is a stay-at-home 
mother in a one-income family struggling 
through tough economic times.  Emilia’s 
husband works at a local car wash.  They 
have two children Jairo Gutierrez 
Hernandez, age 14, and Cinthia Gutierrez 
Hernandez, age 10.  The Gutierrez family 
is also expecting a third child, Emilia is 
pregnant and expecting a boy soon.  
Emilia and Cinthia found out about the 
free summer meals at CE Palabra Viva 
through a flyer posted in the laundry mat 
at their apartment building. 
 
Emilia was happy to learn about the free 
dinners at CE Palabra Viva.  She knew her 
children would receive a nutritious dinner 
for the rest of the summer and would help 
her family stretch their very limited 
income.  For Jairo and Cinthia, 
participating in CE Palabra Viva summer 
dinners also meant socializing and playing 
with other children under adult 
supervision.  When Cinthia was asked 
what she liked best about the program, 
she responded, “I like the free food and 
playing with other kids”.   Cinthia also 
added, “The food is real good, I eat it all up 
and it helps me to grow bigger and 
stronger, and my favorite dinners are the 
ham and cheese sandwiches, pizza, and 
the burritos with ham.  I like the chocolate 
milk and the juice too.” 
 
Emilia Hernandez Gutierrez likes that the 
SFSP helps feed her children healthy 
meals and that it saves her money and 
time.  Also without the program she says, 
“The children would just be watching TV  
 

 

 
and not doing anything active.” CE 
Palabra Viva has activities before and after  
the dinner and Cinthia enjoys “talking 
about Jesus.”  Emilia is happy the food is 
healthy; her children like it, and eat it all 
up.   
 
How the Initiative is Helping 
 
CE Palabra Viva Church was established 
in 1998 to meet the spiritual needs and 
provide resources to the growing Spanish 
speaking community in Las Vegas, 
Nevada.  The church provides community 
services such as parenting classes, family-
to-family outreach, counseling, referral to 
assistance programs, and for the first time 
in 2005, the Summer Food Service 
Program (SFSP). 
 
As part of the President’s Faith-Based and 
Community Initiative, the Western Region  
Special Nutrition Program has encouraged 
expansion of summer meal service 
participation to more faith and community 
organizations, including encouraging 
cooperating state and local agencies to 
reach out to their communities.  CE 
Palabra Viva learned about the SFSP  
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through outreach by Alicia Davisson, a 
SFSP site director with the University 
United Methodist Family Services in Las 
Vegas, in partnership with the 
Nevada State Department of Education, 
which administers the SFSP in Nevada.  
CE Palabra Viva viewed the SFSP as an 
opportunity to provide a much-needed 
service to the community and to 
compliment their existing programs and 
services. 
 
The summer of 2005 was the first year for 
CE Palabra Viva participation in the SFSP, 
and church members decided to start 
small by serving dinners only from 
Monday through 
Friday.  CE Palabra Viva served 
approximately between 100 to 150 dinners 
per week to community children.  Through 
their first year’s experience, church 
members learned first hand of the 
immense need to provide meals to needy 
children when school is out for the 
summer.  For 2006, CE Palabra Viva 
members plan to expand the meal service 
to provide more than one meal per day 
and perhaps sponsor additional summer 
meals sites to better serve needy children. 
 
About the Organization 
 
CE Palabra Viva’s mission is to help the 
needy with Jesus’ love and basic needs.   
 
The congregation was established in 1998 
to meet the growing demand of the 
Hispanic community in Las Vegas.  CE 
Palabra Viva approximate annual budget 
for 2005 is $487,000. The church has 
three paid staff and five volunteers serving  
 
 
 

 
an average of 375 low-income families and 
individuals per week in Las Vegas.  
  
Since its inception in 1998, the church 
has been active in the Hispanic 
community working in partnership to 
identify and offer services that address 
community needs.  In addition to 
providing family assessment and support 
services, the church offers parenting 
classes, family-to-family outreach, and the 
Summer Food Service Program. 
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