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Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am Eric Hentges, Executive Director of the Center for Nutrition Policy and Promotion (CNPP) at the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). I am pleased to be here today to describe the status of the process that USDA and the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) have jointly undertaken to review and publish the Dietary Guidelines for Americans. 

Providing current, accurate, and consistent messages to the American people on diet and nutrition is of great importance to this Administration. We are committed to improving the health of Americans and fighting the growing obesity epidemic.  The challenge of obesity did not appear overnight; it will not be solved overnight, and we cannot solve it alone. But our responsibilities to promote the Nation’s health demand action now.  To that end, the President launched his HealthierUS initiative, which consists of four key strategies.  The Dietary Guidelines directly support two of them, specifically, eat a nutritious diet and be physically active each day. 

The Dietary Guidelines provide the basis for Federal nutrition policy.  Specifically, the Guidelines provide advice for healthy Americans, over the age of two, about food choices that promote health and quality of life, as well as prevent disease.  The Dietary Guidelines serve multiple purposes: they form Federal nutrition policy; set standards for food and nutrition assistance programs; guide nutrition education programs; and provide dietary advice to consumers.  They also serve as the vehicle for the Federal government to speak with “one voice” on nutrition issues for the health of the American public.  

The mandate for the Dietary Guidelines is the National Nutrition Monitoring and Related Research Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5341), which requires the Secretaries of Agriculture and Health and Human Services to jointly publish the Dietary Guidelines for Americans at least every five years.  The Guidelines must:  (1) contain nutritional and dietary information and guidelines for the general public; (2) be based on the preponderance of current scientific and medical knowledge; and (3) be promoted by each Federal agency in carrying out any Federal food, nutrition, or health program.  USDA and HHS issued the Dietary Guidelines voluntarily in 1980, 1985, and 1990.  The 1995 edition was the first statutorily mandated report.

The Departments are modeling the 2005 Dietary Guidelines development process after those used to prepare the previous editions.  Following this precedent, the Secretaries chose to use the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) process to establish an advisory panel.  A 13-member Dietary Guidelines Advisory Committee (DGAC) has been appointed to review the 2000 edition of the Guidelines and recommend if, on the basis of current scientific and medical knowledge, revisions are warranted.  

Also as in previous years, USDA and HHS announced their intention to establish the Advisory Committee in the Federal Register on May 15, 2003.  This notice requested nominations from the public for Committee membership. The solicitation of nominees was an open, public process.  The Advisory Committee members are recognized experts in their fields and collectively represent the current scientific knowledge in nutrition and health with expertise across a broad spectrum of specialty areas.  The membership reflects race, gender and geographic diversity.  The Secretaries of USDA and HHS jointly appointed the DGAC members and chairperson.  (Committee member list attached)

The Committee’s duties are solely advisory and time-limited.  According to the Charter that established this Committee, its duties are as follows:

· If the Committee decides that no changes are necessary, the Committee will so inform the Secretaries of USDA and HHS.  This action will terminate the DGAC.

· If the Committee advises that changes are warranted, based on the preponderance of the scientific and medical knowledge, the Committee will specify which issues for change need to be addressed.

· The focus of the Committee should be on the review of the new scientific evidence. 

· The Committee shall make and submit its technical recommendations and the rationale for these recommendations in a report to the Secretaries.  The Committee’s focus should be its recommendations and the supporting science rather than translating the recommendations into a communication document. 

· Upon the submittal of the Committee’s recommendations, the DGAC will be terminated.

The first meeting of the 2005 DGAC occurred on September 23-24, 2003.  At the conclusion of the meeting, the members unanimously decided to proceed with a comprehensive review of the science in order to develop their recommendations.

The 2005 DGAC is expected to hold three additional public meetings.  All meetings will be announced in the Federal Register and will be open to the public.  There will be an opportunity for oral and written testimony to be provided to the Committee.  Meeting minutes will be posted on the Internet.  Once it has completed its deliberations, the Advisory Committee will submit its report to the Secretaries by June 2004.  At that time the Departments will independently review the Committee’s recommendations for changes to the guidelines. Subsequent to that review, the two Departments will collaborate to publish the official 2005 Nutrition and Your Health: Dietary Guidelines for Americans. 

Conclusion
Mr. Chairman, I appreciate this Committee’s interest in nutrition and its critical role in an overall healthy lifestyle for all Americans.  As we prepare to revise the Dietary Guidelines, we are mindful of the critical contribution they make to life-long eating habits and good health.
But, the Federal government cannot do this job alone. Meeting this challenge requires input from all of the Guidelines’ many stakeholders. 

This concludes my prepared remarks. I would be happy to answer any questions you might have at this time.
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