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USDA RELEASES FUNDS FOR WILDLAND FIRE RESEARCH
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WASHINGTON, April 11, 2001 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the release of $16 million for research programs and technology development aimed at finding ways to reduce the threat of wildland fires and assess fire damage

“This is a long-term investment as outlined by our National Fire Plan,” said Veneman.  “The result of these research projects will tell us how science can be used to protect lives and maintain and restore forest health.” 

USDA’s Forest Service has identified 41 research projects thus far for funding.   These projects will examine how fuel management and harvesting treatments affect fuels, fire behavior, and ecosystem processes. Research will also provide tools for assessing the social and economic impacts of fire.

In addition to conducting these research projects, the Forest Service is preparing for the 2001 and future fire seasons by hiring 3,500 new firefighters and fire support staff; assisting communities; restoring and rehabilitating fire-damaged ecosystems and watersheds; and reducing the amount of fuel loads to decrease fire risks.   More information about the National Fire Plan is available at http://www.na.fs.fed.us/nfp .
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