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U.S. AND CANADIAN AGRICULTURE OFFICIALS AGREE ON CONDITIONS FOR THE MOVEMENT OF POTATOES FROM PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

WASHINGTON, April 26, 2001 — U.S. and Canadian agriculture officials today announced that an agreement has been reached to allow the movement of potatoes grown from Prince Edward Island (PEI), Canada under certain agreed conditions.  These conditions apply only to the 2000 PEI potato crop and are designed to mitigate the risk of spreading potato wart disease.  

Under terms accepted by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), a mutually acceptable work plan has been developed and agreed upon that will allow potato shipments within Canada this week.  Exports to the U.S. could begin as early as April 30.  

“We are pleased that this issue has been resolved,” said USDA Secretary Ann M. Veneman.  “This agreement has been made based on scientific principles that will ensure safeguards are in place to protect against the spread of this disease.”

The agreement follows the completion of a scientific risk analysis and applies only to the 2000 PEI potato crop.  The movement of potatoes could be allowed into the U.S. only from certain areas, under specified conditions, and meet Canada’s most stringent cleanliness standards.  

Four risk zones have been established with various conditions for the movement of potatoes.  Zone one is the field where the disease was detected and a half-mile buffer area around the field.  Zone two consists of all fields that have used the same farming equipment as the infected fields.  Zone three consists of the area surrounding and between zones one and two.  Zone four is the remainder of the island.  

The following are specific conditions outlined in the agreement:

(
USDA will accept tablestock (consumable) potatoes directly from zone four of PEI provided the potatoes are washed and treated with sprout inhibitor.  These potatoes are limited to boxes and bags no larger than 50 pounds, and must be intensively inspected and certified by CFIA.  All surface shipments of zone 4 PEI potatoes entering the U.S. must enter the port of Houlton, Maine.  
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(
Movement of PEI potatoes within Canada must also meet specific requirements.  Tablestock potatoes from Zone 3 and 4 may move if the soil has been removed from the potatoes so that they meet Canada’s most stringent standards for cleanliness.  In addition, the potatoes must be intensively inspected for potato wart disease and are limited to boxes or bags of 50 pounds or less.  The movement of bulk shipments will resume from these zones provided there is strict CFIA monitoring and surveillance.

(
Seed potatoes may move within Canada from zones three and four provided seed certification procedures and phytosanitary inspections at the point of shipment are followed and conducted. Sorting line soil sampling and testing must also be performed before seed potatoes can be shipped.  

(
Bulk shipments of potatoes entering the U.S. will remain suspended, as well as the importation of seed potatoes from PEI.  In addition, fresh tablestock potatoes from zone one and two cannot be moved off PEI.   

(
USDA will send a team of scientists to Canada by June 15 to review surveillance activities, soil surveys, and inspection procedures for the 2001 crop.  

Potatoes grown in 2000 from PEI were prohibited from entering the U.S. in October 2000, when potato wart was detected on the island.  On Dec. 29, 2000, USDA offered a plan for allowing the movement of tablestock potatoes from PEI to the U.S. and within Canada.  Since that date, CFIA continued to negotiate terms of the plan.

Potato wart was eradicated from the United States in 1992.  If the disease were to reappear, it could be devastating to the U.S. potato industry because of potential losses in production and export markets.  In addition, the spores of the fungus can remain viable in contaminated soil for many years.

Potato wart is primarily a soil-borne disease.  On infected tubers, the eyes develop into characteristic warty, cauliflower-like swellings.  When formed underground, they are the same color as the potato skin, but gradually darken with age.  Diseased potatoes are deformed and unmarketable.  Until October 2000, potato wart in Canada occurred only in Newfoundland.  
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