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USDA TO HONOR PROMINENT ASIAN AMERICAN FARMING FAMILIES DURING NATIONAL ASIAN HERITAGE MONTH

WASHINGTON, April 27, 2001—The U.S. Department of Agriculture will honor five prominent Asian American farming families, along with others for their contributions to American agriculture during National Asian Pacific American Heritage Month.  

“As we celebrate National Asian Pacific American Heritage Month in May, USDA wishes to thank these families for their numerous contributions to American agriculture,” said Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman.  “The achievements highlighted by these families have helped develop vital markets throughout the Pacific Rim for U.S. commodities. ”  

The following families are being honored: 

The Higashi family of Salinas, Calif., owns/operates Easton Enterprises and are partners in NewStar Fresh Foods, a value-added produce company employing over 400 people that ships 14 million cartons of produce annually.

The Tanimura family, also of Salinas, Calif., is a partner in the T&A Produce Company, the largest independent grower/shipper of lettuce in the United States.

The Nishizu family of Orange County, Calif., was originally a farming family and is now constructing the Orange County Agricultural & Nikkei Heritage Museum at the California State University at Fullerton Arboretum.  Upon its completion, the museum will serve as an educational forum on the history of Orange County Asian American farmers.

Dr. Mae Takahashi, of Clovis, Calif., was a former member of the USDA Citizens Advisory Council on Civil Rights from 1990 to1992.  She is being honored posthumously.   Dr. Takahashi’s family manages a farming operation in the Fresno area.  Her family will attend the ceremony and a ccept recognition on her behalf.  

The Sakata family of Sakata Farms Inc., Brighton, Colo.  Sakata Farms Inc. produces a number of commodities for domestic and international export including broccoli, corn, and onions. They are particularly well known for their line of value-added sweet corn.
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Each year the President designates the month of May as Asian Pacific American Heritage Month so that present and future generations will understand and appreciate the rich history of Asian Pacific Americans.  Throughout May, USDA will promote the positive impact that Asian Pacific Americans have made within the United States and throughout the world in the agricultural industry.

The opening ceremony will take place on May 3, 10:00 a.m. at USDA headquarters, in the Patio of the Jamie L. Whitten Federal Building, 1400 Independence Ave.,  SW, Washington, D.C. at 10:00 a.m. 

For more information on the event contact Dr. Angel Cielo, co-chair of the USDA Asian American & Pacific Islander Employee Advisory Council at (202) 720-7593.
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Note to editors:  The families can be reached at the following telephone numbers: The Higashi family at (831) 424-2843/Shari Higashi; The Tanimura family at (831) 455-3622/Rich Uchida; The Nishizu family at (714) 278-4796/Carole Bartholomew at Cal-State Fullerton; the Takahashi family at (559) 299-6106/Lorraine Takahashi; and the Sakata family at (303) 659-1559/Bob Sakata.

