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TRANS-WORLD GENETICS LTD. RECEIVES FIRST MADIGAN AWARD
WASHINGTON, May 8, 2001–Trans-World Genetics Ltd., of Sheboygan Falls, Wis., has been selected as the recipient of the first Edward R. Madigan U.S. Agricultural Export Excellence Award.  Louis A. Prange, chief executive officer and founder of Trans-World Genetics, was presented the award on behalf of the company for its entrepreneurial efforts in foreign markets, by USDA Secretary Ann M. Veneman.

“As one of the main architects of the 1985 and 1990 farm bills and later as Secretary, Edward Madigan was a visionary in recognizing that vigorous export growth is vital to the prosperity of rural communities across America,” Secretary Veneman said.  “It’s a measure of the deep and wide respect in which Ed Madigan is held by his former colleagues in the Congress that an award bearing his name was established as part of the 1996 Farm Bill.

“Trans-World Genetics epitomizes the ingenuity and entrepreneurship of America’s small businesses,” the Secretary said.  “From its  founding in 1974 as a shipper of live cattle, it has met the technological challenges of a changing marketplace, and evolved into a provider of advanced livestock genetics products and services.  The company has developed a strong  presence in more than 20 countries, and records annual export sales of between $2 and $3 million annually”
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Founded in 1974, Trans‑World Genetics Ltd. is a leader in the production, distribution, and international marketing of live breeding stock, the design of multi‑national progeny testing programs, and frozen bovine embryos. In fiscal year 1998, its total sales reached $3.6 million, up 76 percent from the year before; while its export sales alone topped $2.7 million, up 25 percent. 

Trans-World Genetics has established strategic alliances in key international markets to capitalize on growth potential with specific products tailored to those markets.  It has also worked to develop progeny programs to verify phenotypic quality and the production capacity of its genetic products in numerous countries.

The award,  named in honor of the late Edward R. Madigan, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture from March 1991 to January 1993, is presented for development of new products or services for agricultural export markets; development of new agricultural export markets; and creative marketing of products or services in agricultural export markets.  Trans World was selected as the inaugural recipient in Dec. 2000 by the Edward R. Madigan Agricultural Export Excellence Award Board of Evaluators, made up of members representing a broad spectrum of agricultural interests.
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