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USDA BEGINS SERIES OF PUBLIC MEETINGS ON FOOD SAFETY 

WASHINGTON, June 6, 2001–The Food Safety and Inspection Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture will hold a public meeting June 7 to discuss a public health approach to processing inspection. This is intended to be the first in a series of meetings on a USDA initiative to improve inspection of processed meat and poultry products.

“Our overall food safety objectives include strengthening the scientific basis for food safety policies, ensuring that we manage the risks associated with the products we regulate, and carrying out these activities through a public process,” said USDA Secretary Ann M. Veneman.  “These public meetings will help provide an important dialogue on food safety issues.”


On June 7, FSIS will review the agency’s strategic plan for 2000-2005 and discuss the key attributes of a public health regulatory agency. An overview of the agency’s use of risk analysis will be provided. FSIS will discuss proposed next steps in developing an inspection system that minimizes the risks from processed products while making the best use of agency resources. 


The meeting will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., on Thursday, June 7, at the Holiday Inn Capitol, 550 C Street, SW, Washington, DC 20024. People requiring a sign language interpreter or other special accommodations should contact Sheila Johnson at (202) 690-6498, by June 1. 


All written comments should be submitted to: FSIS Docket Clerk, Docket # 00-035N, Room 102 Cotton Annex Building, 300 12th Street, SW, Washington, DC 20250. Comments may also be faxed to (202) 205-0381. 
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