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USDA TEMPORARILY REGULATES BAYLOR COUNTY, TEXAS, FOR KARNAL BUNT
WASHINGTON, June 21, 2001‑‑The U.S. Department of Agriculture is temporarily designating Baylor County, Texas, as a regulated area for Karnal bunt because grain stored in that county may be infected with the fungus.

As a result of traceback work that began earlier this week, when USDA=s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service regulated Archer County for Karnal bunt, program experts discovered harvested wheat from Archer County was moved to elevators in adjacent Baylor County.

This regulation is necessary in order to prevent the movement of grain in and out of elevators in Baylor County while the determination is made as to whether the fungus is present.

If the grain tests negative, then the temporary regulation will be lifted.  If any of the grain tests positive, then the county will be added to the regulated area for Karnal bunt.  The regulation also keeps any wheat harvested in Baylor County from leaving the field until it has tested negative for Karnal bunt.

In addition to Archer County, Young and Throckmorton counties were added to the list of regulated areas in Texas for Karnal bunt June 8.  Cool, rainy weather in the area created conditions this spring that promoted the development of the Karnal bunt fungus. 

In cooperation with the Texas Department of Agriculture, a team of 30 federal and state specialists has been assigned to the North Texas area and are working throughout the newly regulated four counties to reinforce USDA=s safeguarding activities and protect the United States= vital export market for wheat.  

APHIS has also set up a task force to coordinate Karnal bunt program activities and enhance communication with our agricultural cooperators.  Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas state agricultural officials are an integral part of the task force, which will convene for the first time Friday.   


Karnal bunt is caused by the smut fungus Tilletia indica.  It is spread by spores and through the movement of infected or contaminated seed.  While the fungus does not threaten 
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human health, flour made from heavily infected wheat has an unpleasant odor and taste, jeopardizing its marketability.  The disease also reduces crop yields.  

Karnal bunt was first detected in Arizona in 1996.  Later that same year, the fungus was also detected in Texas and California.
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