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USDA PROPOSES EXPANSION OF MEXICAN HASS AVOCADO IMPORT PROGRAM
WASHINGTON, July 9, 2001-- The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced today that it is proposing to amend its regulations to expand the number of states allowed to import Mexican Hass avocados and to increase the length of the shipping season.

Under the current regulations, fresh Hass avocado fruit grown in approved orchards in approved municipalities in Michoacan, Mexico, may be imported into specified areas of the United States under certain conditions.  The regulations allow Mexican Hass avocados to be imported into the United States only during the months of November, December, January, and February, and distributed only in the District of Columbia and the following northeastern states: Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wisconsin.

Mexican agricultural officials have asked that the shipping season be lengthened.  They have also requested that the United States consider allowing Hass avocados to be imported into additional states.

The proposed change would extend the shipping season to include March and April and would allow Mexican Hass avocados to be distributed in the following additional states: Colorado, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming.

For more information, contact Wayne D. Burnett, senior import specialist, phytosanitary issues management team, plant protection and quarantine, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, 4700 River Road, Unit 140, Riverdale, Md. 20737 or phone (301) 734-6799.

This notice will appear soon in the Federal Register.  APHIS documents published in the Federal Register and related information, including the names of organizations and individuals who have commented on APHIS dockets, are available on the Internet at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppd/rad/webrepor.html.

Consideration will be given to comments received within 60 days of publication.  Please send an original and three copies to Docket No. 00-003-2, Regulatory Analysis and Development, PPD, APHIS, Suite 3C03, 4700 River Road, Unit 118, Riverdale, Md. 20737-1238.

Comments may be reviewed at USDA, Room 1141, South Building, 14th Street and Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C., between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, except holidays.  Persons wishing to review comments are requested to call ahead on (202) 690-2817 to facilitate entry into the comment reading room.
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