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JIM MOSELEY AND JOSEPH JEN CONFIRMED BY U.S. SENATE

WASHINGTON, July 13, 2001 – The U.S. Senate last evening confirmed two of President Bush’s nominees for key positions at the U.S. Department of Agriculture -- Jim Moseley as deputy secretary and Joseph Jen as under secretary for research, education, and economics.  Secretary Ann M. Veneman today praised the quick action by the Senate Agriculture Committee and the full Senate.  Both Moseley and Jen had their confirmation hearings yesterday.

“The swift action and leadership demonstrated by Chairman Harkin, Senator Lugar, and the U.S. Senate in the confirmation of these nominees deserves praise,” said Veneman.  “These are two individuals that bring a great deal of experience and integrity to these positions and will be valuable members of our team.”

James R. “Jim” Moseley
Moseley has 32 years of farming experience and has been involved in several public service activities.  Most recently, Moseley worked with Infinity Pork and AgRidge Farms while continuing to participate in natural resources and environmental policy, at both the state and national levels.  He has served as chairman of the industry negotiating team for the National Pork Dialogue and a consultant to the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture.  In 1993, Moseley was appointed as Indiana’s director of agricultural services at Purdue University, where he had administrative and legislative responsibility for all functions assigned statutorily to the university.  Under President George Bush’s administration in the early 1990s, Moseley worked as assistant secretary of agriculture for natural resources and environment and served as the agricultural advisor to the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency.  Born in Indiana, he received a bachelor’s degree in horticulture from Purdue University.

“USDA will be well served by Jim Moseley,” said Veneman.  “His years of experience in the federal government, along with his passion for agriculture, will make him an innovative steward of USDA programs.”

Joseph Jen
Jen is widely recognized as an agricultural scientist and educator.  He has experience in both the public and private sectors.  Since 1992, Jen served as the Dean of the College of Agriculture at California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, where he oversaw eleven departments and a budget of over $30 million.  He was also on the faculty of three land grant institutions.  He also served as director of research at the Campbell Institute of Research and Technology for the Campbell Soup Company.   In 2000, he was appointed by the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy and served as a member of the U.S. delegation to the U.S. – Japan Millennium Study.   Jen received a bachelor’s degree in agricultural chemistry from National Taiwan University, a master’s degree in food science from Washington State University, and a doctorate in comparative biochemistry from the University of California at Berkeley.  He also has a master’s degree in business from Southern Illinois University.  

“Dr. Jen is a nationally recognized researcher and professor,” said Veneman.  “He has the necessary skills and leadership to manage research programs to address the important issues of today and the future.”

 Moseley and Jen will assume their official responsibilities following a private swearing-in ceremony performed by Veneman next week.
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