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USDA IMPOSES IMPORT RESTRICTIONS DUE TO BSE IN JAPAN

WASHINGTON, Sept. 18, 2001‑‑The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced today that it has imposed import restrictions on Japanese ruminants and ruminant products due to a suspected case of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE).  These restrictions apply to prohibited product arriving in ports on or after September 10.

Japan reported the suspected case of BSE to the Office International Des Epizooties (OIE), a world organization for animal health, on September 10.  The disease is suspected in a 5‑year‑old Holstein cow kept on a dairy farm in the Chiba prefecture.  Initial tests have provided some positive results.  The Japanese authorities have submitted samples to international reference laboratories for confirmatory testing.  

BSE, widely known as "mad cow disease," is a chronic, degenerative disease affecting the central nervous system of cattle. Affected animals may display changes in temperament, such as nervousness or aggression; abnormal posture; incoordination and difficulty in rising; decreased milk production; or loss of body condition despite continued appetite. There is no treatment, and affected cattle die.  

USDA has restricted the importation of live ruminants and ruminant products from Japan since March of 2000 due to foot‑and‑mouth disease.

No case of BSE has ever been diagnosed in the United States.  This action is necessary in order to continue to safeguard American agriculture against this deadly neurological disease of bovine animals.

USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, in cooperation with USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service and other federal agencies, has taken aggressive measures in BSE surveillance, prevention, education, and preparation for response.  Since 1989, APHIS has prohibited the importation of live ruminants from all countries where BSE is known to exist in native cattle.  Other products derived from ruminants also are restricted entry into the United States except under special conditions or under permit for scientific or research purposes.
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