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USDA PURCHASES PEARS FOR SCHOOL LUNCHES
WASHINGTON, Sept. 18, 2001 -- The U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced that it has purchased 11.3 million pounds of canned pears for donation to schools, neighborhood shelters, and other institutions. The purchase, valued at $6.3 million, is being made to provide nutritious food for school-age children and needy citizens and to assist struggling farmers.

This brings USDA=s total purchases of canned and fresh pears to date in FY2001 to 

$40.2 million for 85.6 million pounds of pears B the second largest yearly total purchase of pears by USDA in recent years.

With the assistance of USDA=s Food and Nutrition Service, the Agricultural Marketing Service regularly purchases a variety of high-quality food products every year for the National School Lunch Program, the School Breakfast Program, the Summer Food Purchase Program, the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations, the Nutrition Program for the Elderly, the Commodity Supplemental Food Program, and the Emergency Food Assistance Program. USDA also makes emergency purchases of commodities for distribution to victims of natural disasters. 

In Fiscal Year 2000, USDA purchased 1.7 billion pounds of food for its domestic food assistance programs at a cost of $952.5 million B including 879.4 million pounds of fruits and vegetables; 190.4 million pounds of beef, lamb, pork, salmon, and tuna; 224.1 million pounds of poultry products; 151.1 million pounds of dairy products; and 273.6 million pounds of grain, peanut, and oil products. 
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