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SIX STATES RECEIVE GRANTS FOR FOOD STAMP PILOT PROGRAM 


WASHINGTON, Oct. 25, 2001 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced today that six state agencies administering the Food Stamp Program are receiving $2 million in grants to conduct two-year nutrition pilot projects targeted to the elderly. 


“The Food Stamp Program is the primary source of nutrition assistance for over 17 million low-income Americans, including the elderly,” said Eric M. Bost, under secretary for food, nutrition and consumer services.  “These pilot programs will provide information on how to eliminate barriers to food stamp participation by our low-income elderly population.”


The pilot projects will test three different approaches to providing food stamp benefits, including simplification of eligibility and determination rules, one-on-one assistance with the application process, and an optional commodity alternative that provides a monthly food package instead of food stamps. Historically, low-income elderly have the lowest participation rates among those individuals eligible for benefits. The elderly represent ten percent of food stamp recipients.     


The six state food stamp agencies and localities selected to participate are:

Florida Department of Children and Families,

Tallahassee and Quincy, Florida                 
Grant Amount:  $100,000

Maine Department of Human Services

Waldo County, Maine



Grant Amount:  $334,692

Michigan Family Independence Agency


Flint, Michigan



Grant Amount:  $391,108

Oregon Department of Human Services


Deschutes County, Oregon


Grant Amount:  $291,453

Connecticut Dept. of Social Services


Hartford and towns in North Central Conn.
Grant Amount:  $525,526

North Carolina Department of Health and 


Human Services


Burlington, North Carolina


Grant Amount:  $369,848


The selected pilots represent a mix of rural, urban and suburban counties.  The Food and Nutrition Service will administer the grant agreements and the Economic Research Service will oversee an independent evaluation of the demonstration projects.


For more information on the Food Stamp Program, visit the USDA Food and Nutrition Service web site at www.fns.usda.gov.
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