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	“We are pleased that Chairman Harkin and Senator Lugar are proceeding with farm policy discussions in a thoughtful, deliberate process within the Senate Agriculture Committee.  We look forward to examining the proposed legislation introduced by Chairman Harkin and will continue to work in a bipartisan manner to develop future farm policy that best helps a broad range of American farmers and ranchers in addressing the critical issues facing our industry.





“This Administration has been, and continues to be actively engaged in discussions with Congressional leaders, commodity groups and others, to ensure a continued farm bill process that allows many voices to be heard.  We have issued our farm policy principles, testified before the Congress, and I have personally traveled to more than 20 states during the past six months to discuss the important issues critical to American agriculture.  





“There are many different ideas and proposals being discussed about what direction future farm policy should take.  One thing is clear.  We must build consensus and let good, sound policy drive the process.  





“We are committed to supporting the appropriate funding for farm policy that provides a market-oriented safety net for our farmers, meets our trade obligations, and addresses other important issues such as conservation, rural development, and nutrition.  In the wake of the September 11th tragedies, the next farm bill should also consider critical farm biosecurity issues such as pest and disease prevention, food safety, and research to ensure our farms, livestock and food supply are protected against any potential threat.





“I am pleased that both Chairman Harkin and Senator Lugar are committed to working in a thoughtful, deliberate manner through a full committee process and a thorough discussion of these critical issues.  We commend their leadership and bipartisan approach to this important farm policy process.”
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