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Release No. 0255.01

STATEMENT BY UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD SAFETY DR. ELSA MURANO DECEMBER 11, 2001

     The U.S. Department of Agriculture has just received the decision of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit in Supreme Beef Processors, Inc. v. USDA.  We are in the process of reviewing options that may result from the decision.

     This decision should not be misinterpreted as changing USDA's statutory and regulatory requirements that all plants must produce meat and poultry products that are safe.  It does not.

     USDA shall continue to enforce all applicable statutes and regulations, including compliance with the Pathogen Reduction/HACCP rule.  FSIS will continue to test for Salmonella, since this will serve to verify that a HACCP plan is properly controlling foodborne hazards to the greatest extent possible.  We will continue to work with all interested parties in our commitment to ensure a safe food supply for all Americans.  
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