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USDA ANNOUNCES $10 MILLION CONSERVATION PROGRAM IN ARKANSAS

WASHINGTON, Dec. 14, 2001 — Agriculture Secretary Ann M.  Veneman announced today that the U.S. Department of Agriculture and Arkansas will launch a $10 million Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program to address water quality and wildlife and fisheries habitat in five counties in central Arkansas.


“This program will help farmers enhance the environmental quality of streams and rivers and improve wildlife throughout these five counties,” Veneman said.


The Arkansas CREP will target 4,700 acres in central Arkansas.  The program will provide additional financial incentives to producers to restore riparian buffers.  These buffers are specifically designed to trap sediment and provide wildlife habitat for a wide array of species.


According to USDA, this federal and state partnership will ensure the long-term protection of water quality and enhance wildlife habitat for a wide array of wildlife.  Additionally, the project will provide cleaner water, improve habitat for threatened and endangered species and improve drinking water supplies.


The Arkansas CREP project will establish tree buffers around streams and rivers in the Bayou Meto Watershed.  Trees will reduce the amount of sediment, nutrients and pollutants that enter into the streams and rivers and will provide vital wildlife habitat.  This will assist Arkansas in complying with water quality standards and preserving habitat for 17 wildlife species that are rare or declining.  The trees planted under the Arkansas CREP will reduce the amount of sediment reaching the waters by 10,000 tons per year.


The total cost of the program is expected to reach $10 million over 15 years. Of that amount, $8 million will come from USDA and $2 million from Arkansas.


CREP uses state and federal resources to help solve environmental problems.  CREP combines an existing USDA program, the Conservation Reserve Program, with state programs to provide a framework for partnerships to meet specific state and national environmental objectives. The program provides for voluntary agreements with farmers to convert cropland to native grasses, trees, and other vegetation, in return for rental payments and other incentives.
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