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VENEMAN ANNOUNCES $12.3 MILLION IN ASSISTANCE FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT DURING VISIT TO OHIO

COLUMBUS, Ohio, Feb. 1, 2002 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced during a visit here today the approval of $12.3 million in U.S. Department of Agriculture funds to increase educational and business opportunities and electrical needs in rural Ohio.  Veneman was in the state with Congressman Patrick Tiberi (12th) and Ohio Director of Agriculture Fred Dailey where they talked with more than 400 students and Ohio State University and met with local farmers.


“These funds will provide important resources for education, distance learning and electric utilities in many rural communities in Ohio,” said Veneman.  

The following funding announcements were made during Veneman’s visit to Ohio:

Ohio State University Research Foundation, Columbus, Ohio – A $45,510 Rural Business Enterprise Grant (RBEG) to be administered out of the OSU’s Piketon Center in Southern Ohio. The funds will be used to provide distance learning technology at five locations, targeting 28 rural counties in Southern Ohio.  The “Tilling of the Soil” curriculum will be used as a basis for the program. The course will focus on small emerging value-added rural agri-business entrepreneurs. The grant, in part, will fund a nine-session 11-week course. 

Kids America, Inc., Coshocton County, Ohio – A $45,000 Community Facility grant – for Kids America, Inc. – to purchase computer lab equipment.  Facility is located in an impoverished area of the Appalachians. 

Portage Area Development Corporation, Ravenna, Ohio – A $60,000 housing technical assistance grant.  The funds will be used to provide homebuyer education courses to resident seeking to purchase a home in rural areas.  Portage Area Development Corporation will also receive a $150,000 RBEG to establish a revolving loan fund for rural business development.

Erie Basin Resource Conservation & Development Council in Norwalk, Ohio – A $99,000 RBEG will be used to create a revolving loan fund specializing in start-up funding for rural, natural resource related businesses in Ashland, Crawford, Erie, Huron, Ottawa, Richland, Sandusky, Seneca, Wood and Wyandot counties.  

The Hancock-Wood Electric Cooperative, Inc., North Baltimore, Ohio – An $11,984,000 electric guaranteed loan. The funds will be used to construct 166 miles of new distribution line and make other system improvements serving 1,400 new consumers.  The Hancock-Wood Electric Cooperative serve the counties of Allen, Hancock, Hardin, Wyandot, Erie, Henry, Putnan, Sandusky, Seneca, Ottawa and Wood counties.
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USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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