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USDA NAMES OFFICE OF SMALL AND DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS UTILIZATION DIRECTOR

WASHINGTON, Feb. 7, 2002- Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the selection of James E. House for the position of director, Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization.  


“Jim House brings a tremendous amount of leadership as he returns to this position,” said Veneman.  “His extensive experience will serve USDA well as we work to strengthen programs to assist small, disadvantaged and women-owned businesses.”

House comes to this position with years of experience as an entrepreneur and economic development consultant.  He served in this capacity from 1991 through Jan. 1993, as associate director of the Office of Advocacy and Enterprise responsible for the Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization.   

Just prior to returning to USDA, House served as president of the Eckenberge Group, a professional services firm based in Bowie, Md., which provided primarily marketing assistance services to small businesses, large Federal prime contractors, state governments and historically black colleges and universities.  The Eckenberge Group was selected by the Small Business Administration as an SBA Private Certifier for its national Small and Disadvantaged Business Certification Program mandated by the Congress.   As president of the National Association of African American Business Owners, he led that organization into national prominence as an effective leading advocate for small business development.  

As a member of a task force composed of trade association representatives, House participated in the drafting of subcontracting provisions of Public Law 95-507.  Signed into law in 1978, this law amended the Small Business Act and subsequently created Offices of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization in most Federal departments with significant acquisition authority. 

House began his career as an engineer in the aerospace industry where he worked on the design, development and testing of military fighters and commercial airplanes.  The last project in which he was involved before getting into small business development was the 1970 successful certification of Boeing’s 747, the first commercial jumbo-sized passenger aircraft.   

House has received numerous awards, honors and citations.  He is a native of Wayne County, Goldsboro, N.C., and holds a Bachelor of Science degree in mechanical engineering from Howard University in Washington, D.C.
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