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VENEMAN NAMES JOHN SURINA AS DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR ADMINISTRATION

  DENVER, Feb.8, 2002–Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the selection of John Surina as deputy assistant secretary for administration.  


 “John’s extensive knowledge of Federal agency administration, his international perspective, and his creative approaches to supporting USDA’s mission, will be invaluable as we search for more efficient ways to serve USDA’s customers,” said Veneman.

Surina has served as acting deputy assistant secretary since January 2001.  Among other duties, Surina assisted newly designated officials during the Presidential Transition.  Surina joined USDA in 1998 as director of the newly established Office of Ethics, and the Secretary's Designated Agency Ethics Official.  He provided ethics training and counseling to high-level personnel within USDA headquarters, administered financial disclosure requirements and directed ethics policy throughout USDA.

From 1983 to 1998, Surina was staff director of the Federal Election Commission.  In that capacity, he was the statutory chief operating officer of that independent agency, which regulates the financing of Federal election campaigns and provides technical assistance to state and local election officials.  He traveled extensively helping democratic processes take root in former Soviet block and developing countries.  In 1991, he served as the president of the Council on Governmental Ethics Laws.

From 1973 to 1982, Surina held various positions with the Interstate Commerce Commission, and from 1980 to 1982 served as its assistant managing director during the implementation of the reform legislation that largely deregulated the trucking, railroad and passenger bus industries.  

In 1972-1973, Surina was a consultant to the Cost of Living Council and aided in the development and administration of a computerized tracking system for pay increase adjudications.  From 1970 to 1972, Surina was a systems analyst with Computer Sciences Corporation, and from 1966 to 1970, served as a U.S. Army Military Intelligence Officer at the NATO Civil Headquarters in Brussels, Belgium.

In 1966, Surina received a B.S. degree in International Affairs from the Georgetown University School of Foreign Service.  He is a native of Alexandria, Va.
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