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MR.CORNWELL:



Welcome, the President of the United States and Mrs. Laura Bush, the National Cattleman's Beef Association, Congressman Larry Combest, Senator Pat Roberts, Senator Craig Thomas, Senator Charles Grassley, Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell, Senator Wayne Allard and Secretary of Agriculture, Ann Veneman. [Applause.]

MR. CORNWELL: 


Ladies and gentlemen, the President of the United States and Mrs. Laura Bush. [Cheers] [Applause.]

SECRETARY VENEMAN:


“Good morning.  It's a pleasure for all of us to be here, and to be in Denver, which is the site of your first convention over a century ago.  America's cattlemen and cattlewomen represent the best of our nation's agricultural sector, and I am extremely pleased to join the President and our First Lady and all of our congressional leaders for this tremendous occasion we have here today.  It's a very, very high honor for me to serve in the President's Cabinet.  I can tell you from firsthand experience--and you all know this--he is committed to America's farmers and ranchers.
 [Cheers]   [Applause]


“I want to tell you a quick little story that I think you'll appreciate.  The "Washington Post" recently ran a very extensive chronicle of the 8 days or 7 days post-September 11th, and it was quite a good piece of reporting.  And there's one detail in particular that I want to share with you.  It was an incident that was described three days after the attack, the initial attacks.  And there was another threat, apparently, and an order was given to evacuate the White House, and the Secret Service came in and determined that the President needed to go down into the bunker for protection.
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“So the President insisted on staying put, and he said, according to the article, "I'm not leaving," and he meant it.  And then he said, "I'm hungry.  I want a hamburger." [Laughter] [Applause.]

“Now, I don't know about you, but I take great comfort in the fact that we have a President in office, whether it's good times or bad --he looks to beef for comfort. 

[Cheers] [Applause.]

“I'm sure this is an example you would all agree is a good one to follow.  It's now my pleasure to turn this back over to your president, Lynn Cornwell, and to thank--I want to just thank all of you for your tremendous hospitality, your reception, and we wish you a very wonderful convention”. 


[Applause.]

MR. CORNWELL:


Cattlemen friends, cattlemen friends, it's an honor for me today to introduce another friend, not a new friend, but one who has followed the trail with us in action, spirit and character.  When I've had the privilege of meeting with this man, the true measure of his capability and integrity has always come through.  He shares our values of hard work, personal responsibility and self- reliance with limited interference by government.  He shares our faith in and commitment to strong families, strong communities, and with local control.  He leads with compassion, but with a strong, firm and steady hand.


Ladies and gentlemen, please rise and help me welcome the 43rd President of the United States, George W. Bush.

 [Cheers]  [Applause]
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