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USDA ANNOUNCES $3.5 MILLION 

ASSISTANCE PACKAGE FOR RURAL LOUISIANA 

CROWLEY, La., Feb. 11, 2002 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman during a visit here today announced the approval of a $3.5 million assistance package for rural Louisiana.  The assistance will improve community water and waste water systems, provide business opportunities and generate new private investments.

"These types of programs play a very important role in supporting rural communities,” Veneman said.  “We are pleased that communities in rural Louisiana will benefit from this assistance.” 

During today’s visit to Louisiana by Veneman, the following funds were announced:

Cheneyville, Rapides Parish - A $2,031,000 water loan and grant package ($1,244,000 loan/ $787,000 grant) to construct approximately 28 new miles of new water lines to serve an additional 253 residential customers in the Lower Mississippi Delta Development Initiative Area.

Franklinton, Washington Parish - A $600,000 wastewater loan to improve the town's existing system, including upgrades of the community’s lift station, treatment processing facility and disinfecting system.  This will benefit 1,181 customers.

Mamou Road Water System, Inc., St. Landry Parish - A $335,200 loan and grant package ($188,000 loan/$147,200 grant) to construct a new ground storage tank, control system and distribution lines which will improve services to approximately 680 users.

Coteau Water System, Inc., Iberia Parish - A $560,000 loan to upgrade the existing water facility that will provide improved services to 1,897 users.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/.   
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