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USDA APPROVES $6.1 MILLION FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN MISSOURI

Funds to Assist With Business Development and Electric Service

KANSAS CITY, Mo., Feb. 12, 2002 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman during a visit here today announced the approval of  $6.1 million in U.S. Department of Agriculture funds that will assist local business development efforts, increase airport security and expand electrical distribution service in rural Missouri.

“These types of programs play a very important role in supporting rural communities,” Veneman said.  “We are pleased that communities in rural Missouri will benefit from this assistance.” 

The following funding announcement were made during Veneman’s visit to Missouri today:

The Stars and Stripes Museum/Library Association, Inc., Bloomfield, Mo. - $65,000 Rural Business Enterprise Grant (RBEG) - Funds will be used for completing the interior on a 3,780 square feet new addition in the existing building. This project will provide 10 additional jobs for the area.  Stoddard County is a Mississippi Delta County, persistent poverty and a targeted County.

City of Kahoka - $97,790 RBEG - Funds will be used to extend water and sewer lines, along with street improvements for two new businesses that will employ from 15-25 new employees.

City of Thayer - $155,000 RBEG - Funds will be used to extend a water line to the City of Thayer Industrial Park to serve the Oregon County Recycling Center.  Funds will also be used to pave the street that serves the center.  This facility will serve the 9,470 residents of Oregon County.
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City of Osage Beach - $50,000 RBEG - Funds will be used for the construction of an eight foot high chain-link fence around the City of Osage Beach airport.  The total project cost is estimated at $200,000.  The improved security fence will serve to keep wildlife and unauthorized personnel from the runway area.  The improved safety of the airport runway will increase aviator traffic at the airport and facilitate the development of two small businesses located at the airport.

Consolidated Electric Cooperative, Mexico, Mo. - $2,650,000 electric loan. This is an electric distribution cooperative and the funds will be used to serve 332 new consumers, construct 21 miles of new distribution line and make other system improvements.  The borrower serves the counties of Audrain, Boone, Callaway, Lincoln, Monroe, Montgomery, Pike and Ralls.

Gascosage Electric Cooperative, Dixon Mo. - $3,169,000 electric loan. This is an electric distribution cooperative and the funds will be used to serve 450 new consumers, construct 17 miles of new distribution lines and make other system improvements. The borrower services the counties of Pulaski, Maries, Miller and Phelps.

 USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.   
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