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VENEMAN NAMES FRUIT AND VEGETABLE INDUSTRY

ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS

ORLANDO, FLA, Feb.17, 2002--Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the names of the first members chosen to serve on a newly established Fruit and Vegetable Industry Advisory Committee.

Speaking at the United Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Association annual meeting, Veneman said, “This advisory committee will offer valuable advice on issues affecting the fruit and fresh produce industry.”

The 23 members appointed by Veneman to the new advisory committee were selected from 179 individuals nominated by their peers in industry.  The committee is comprised of seven individuals representing fresh fruit and vegetable growers or shippers, four fresh fruit and vegetable wholesalers, two brokers, two retailers, four fruit and vegetable processors and fresh cut processors, two foodservice suppliers, one trade association representative and one state department of agriculture official.  Members will serve a two-year term.

The first meeting has been scheduled for April 16-17 in Washington.  Members of the committee will serve without compensation, but with reimbursement of travel expenses and per diem expenses.  

During her remarks, Veneman also reiterated the administration’s goals for the farm bill and pledged quick implementation once a bill is final.  In addition, she discussed efforts on homeland security, nutrition programs, trade and advances in technology that are helping the industry.                                                         
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Further information about the first meeting will be published in the Federal Register and at  www.ams.usda.gov/fv  Information can also be obtained by emailing robert.keeney@usda.gov  or calling (202) 720‑4722.

The Federal Advisory Committee Act of 1972 provides for the establishment and operation of advisory committees within the executive branch of the federal government.
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Note to reporters:  A list of the newly appointed committee members follows this release.
USDA 

FRUIT AND VEGETABLE INDUSTRY 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Appointees: February 2002

Fresh fruit and vegetable growers or shippers:

Tony DiMare
DiMare Inc.
Florida

Carl Fields
Monterey Mushrooms
California

Camille Hukari
Hood River Grower Shipper Association
Oregon

Maureen Marshall
Torrey Farms
New York

Mike Martin
Rio Queen Citrus Inc.
Texas

Stephen Martori
Martori Farms
Arizona

Dennis Parnagian
Fowler Packing
California

Fresh fruit and vegetable wholesalers:

Karen Caplan
Friedas Inc.
California

Jan Fleming
Strube Celery & Vegetable
Illinois

Alan Siger
Consumers Produce Company Inc.
Pennsylvania

Walter Strickland
Strickland=s Supreme Salads
Tennessee

Brokers:

Grant Hunt
Grant J. Hunt Company
California

Jim Lemke
C. H. Robinson Company
Minnesota

Retailers:

David Corsi
Wegmans Food Markets
New York

Bruce Peterson
Wal-Mart
Arkansas

F&V processors and fresh cut processors:

Dave Eldredge
Tanimura & Antle
California

Mahipal Kunduru
Dole Fresh Vegetables Inc.
California

Steve Taylor
Fresh Express
California

Stephen Wright
Agrilink Foods
New York

Foodservice suppliers:

Mike Kemp
SuperValue Inc.
Minnesota

Joseph Murphy
U.S. Foodservice Inc.
North Carolina

Trade association representative:

Thomas Stenzel
United Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Association
Virginia

State department of agriculture representative:

Dan Wyant
Michigan Department of Agriculture
Michigan

