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JAPAN REOPENS MARKET TO U.S. POULTRY

WASHINGTON, Feb. 22, 2002 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced that Japan has lifted its ban on U.S. poultry and poultry products from all states except Pennsylvania and Maine.  Poultry products moving through either Pennsylvania or Maine for export remain prohibited from Japan.

The controversial ban was imposed January 12 following the confirmation of a low-pathogenic avian influenza virus in Pennsylvania and Maine.  The United States contends that the ban was unwarranted since it was not in compliance with Office of International Epizootics (OIE) standards. 

“This administration has worked aggressively to resolve this issue,” said Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman.  “Japan’s decision to comply with OIE standards and lift these import restrictions is a relief to U.S. producers.” 

Veneman added that USDA worked with the U.S. Trade Representative’s office, and that the administration will continue to work closely with Japan’s agriculture ministry to ensure shipments are resumed and remove the remaining restrictions on Pennsylvania and Maine poultry as quickly as possible.

USDA will continue to work with other trading partners that have taken similar action, including the Philippines, to assure fair access for U.S. poultry and poultry products to world markets.  According to OIE standards, countries are not required to report low-pathogenic avian influenza outbreaks. 

After discovering the virus, Pennsylvania and Maine immediately took aggressive measures, including depopulating AIV-exposed birds to prevent any spread of the virus and implementing a stringent monitoring program to continually test birds for potential disease.  

The Japanese market is worth over $170 million annually to U.S. poultry producers.
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