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Regarding The GAO Report on BSE

February 26, 2002

“The U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Department of Health and Human Services have been aggressive and proactive for well over a decade to prevent BSE from entering the United States. No cases of BSE have been found in U.S. cattle nor have any cases of the human form, variant CJD, been detected.  

“While we support the GAO’s efforts to examine ways to strengthen the government’s ongoing efforts to prevent BSE, the report fails to appropriately recognize the conclusions and recommendations made last year by Harvard University in it’s comprehensive, 3-year study on BSE.  

“The Harvard Risk Analysis showed that the risk of BSE occurring the in United States is extremely low and that early government protection systems have been largely responsible for keeping BSE out of the United States. and would prevent it from spreading if it ever did enter the country.   

“We have concerns that despite extensive comments on the draft report, the GAO did not correct the scientific and technical errors that appear in the final report.  As well, in examining recommendations, the GAO report does not appropriately consider the additional actions that have been taken by federal agencies to strengthen BSE programs. 

“This Administration has taken aggressive steps to strengthen BSE protection systems, including significant funding increases for inspection, testing and research programs.  We have in place coordinated programs to ensure vigilance in protecting the public health and animals from disease.  

“We will remain steadfast in our efforts to prevent BSE from entering this country.  As we examine this report, we will use scientific analysis as an important component in strengthening our protection systems.”

#

For more information about BSE, federal agency response to the disease, the Harvard Risk Analysis, and other related programs, visit   http://www.aphis/usda.gov. 
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