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VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY: “ Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  Let me thank all of you for coming out this morning.  It's nice to get back into the West to spend a little bit of time in California, and I especially appreciate the warm welcome coming to the Valley.


“Coming from Wyoming, I'm always delighted to have an opportunity to come back to the West.  Let me say it's a special pleasure as well to be in the home state of a great President, President Ronald Reagan.


[Applause.]


VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY:  “I think all of us in public life today who had the privilege of knowing him over the years have learned valuable lessons from the time he spent as our President, and we want to wish him and his family the very best.


“I also want to bring warm wishes from another fellow westerner, from President George W. Bush.


[Applause.]


VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY:  “As you know, the President this week is in Korea, and Japan, and China.  So he sent me to California.


[Laughter.]


VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY:  “I think I got the good end of the deal.  But I've been traveling through California the last couple of days.  I've been down South.  I'll finish up tomorrow here in the northern part of the state and then go on to close the Olympics.  Hasn't that been a fantastic performance by our athletes in Salt Lake?


[Applause.]


VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY:  “They've really done a tremendous job.  But let me be serious, if I can, just for a few minutes this morning because these are serious times.  As the President pointed out in his State of the Union message, even though we are in the midst of a war, faced with a continuing threat of terrorism, having to deal with a recession, a national emergency here at home, in many respects America has never been stronger, and I think that is indeed the case.


“This has especially been a time of testing for the United States and for our military and for all of our family members who have folks serving in the U.S. military today.  Earlier this week, I was down at Miramar and met with our Marines stationed in the air wing down there.  That wing has suffered more casualties than any other in the operations in Afghanistan, but I've never seen the troops in better spirits or more highly motivated than they are today.


“If you think about what the troops have accomplished in Afghanistan, it's really been phenomenal.  We were able to put together the campaign at the direction of the President, Secretary Rumsfeld to reach 7- or 8,000 miles away around to the other side of the globe using our modern technology and the tremendous skills and capabilities of our young men and women in uniform to put an end to the Taliban regime, to liberate Afghanistan and to begin the process of taking down the al Qaeda terrorist network.  We're all tremendously proud of what they've accomplished.


[Applause.]


VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY:  “One of the things we've learned from watching these events the last few weeks, the last five months now, is obviously we learned on September 11th that we are still vulnerable as a nation, that a terrorist who is determined and prepared to die in the act can, in fact, launch a serious attack against the United States, and we need to redouble our efforts and do absolutely everything we can to make certain that the nation is secure from that kind of an attack.


“But we've also learned that even with perfect defenses, even if you intercept 99 percent of the attacks, that 1 percent can still be devastating and that the only real solution for us is not only to do everything we can to defend here at home, but to reach out with our military capability, where necessary, and to stamp out the terrorists before they get a chance to launch further attacks against the United States.


[Applause.]


VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY:  “The President made some remarks in his State of the Union address the other night that has caused hand-wringing in some quarters.  He talked about the axis of evil.  He pointed specifically at those nations that are, on the one hand, providing or have provided sanctuary, safe harbor to terrorist organizations and, on the other hand, are seeking to develop their own weapons of mass destruction.


“One of the things we've learned as a result of our operations in Afghanistan, going through the training camps and the caves, we've uncovered convincing evidence that, in fact, the al Qaeda terrorist network and Osama bin Laden and his associates have been doing everything they can to try to acquire weapons of mass destruction, biological, chemical agents or nuclear weapons.  We don't know how far they got, but we do know they've been trying hard to acquire that kind of capability.  One of the things we have to be concerned about is this potential linkage between the terrorists on the one hand and weapons of mass destruction on the other.


“The events of September 11th were terrible enough, but they would have been far worse if they'd had access to weapons of greater power than those they actually used.


“What the President said in the State of the Union message was to make it abundantly clear that we are concerned about those nations that have demonstrated, in the past, that willingness to host terrorists and also their desire to pursue nuclear weapons.  That created consternation in some quarters.  My own personal view, it was exactly the right thing for the President to say.


[Applause.]


VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY:  “The American people understand the value of having a President who speaks the truth and who tells it like it is.


[Applause.]


VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY:  “Our allies around the world are coming to realize just as well that the President means exactly what he says, and our adversaries, I think, after what transpired in Afghanistan will have second thoughts before they engage in the kind of activities that make it possible for terrorist organizations to operate on their soil.


“Those who attacked our country have begun to learn, I think, that they chose the wrong enemy.  We are a patient country, and we act carefully and deliberately against global terrorism, but our objective is clear, and the outcome is absolutely certain.  Our enemies will be found, they will be pursued, and they will be defeated.


[Applause.]


VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY:  “The President has also been concerned, obviously, to working not only on the threat to our national security, but also working to defeat the recession.  We have seen the importance of getting our economy moving again.  And even though we're beginning to see some positive signs, as it looks like we are now beginning to emerge from the recession that was made worse by the attacks of last September 11th.  There is still a need, we believe, to take action to guarantee that all Americans who want a job could get a job and that we have an economic recovery here as fast as possible and put a floor, if you will, under the economy to guarantee the future prosperity of to nation.


“The House of Representatives has passed the stimulus bill, the Senate hasn't.  We hope the Senate will give serious consideration to doing what needs to be done to join with the House on that important initiative.


“There are other areas that are vital to us, too.  Here in the Valley, where agriculture is so important, it's very important that we move on with getting a decent farm bill passed.  We've got legislation now through the House and the Senate.  It's pending in Conference Committee.  We'll be talking about that today with some of our friends here in the Valley.  Ann Veneman is working hard on that in the agricultural area, but that will be a top priority.


“We want to move aggressively on trade legislation to give the President the authority to knock down barriers to American products and exports.  The House, again, has passed legislation.  The Senate has not yet acted, but we hope they will.  And we need a decent energy policy.  At the heart of our economy and a fundamental building block for our economy long term is to have abundant supplies of affordable energy.  The House has passed our bill, the Senate hasn't, and we hope they'll act sometime in the very near future.


“All of these are critical priorities for us as a nation, and they are all important, more important than any partisan differences.  The fight against terror has shown just how much we can accomplish when the nation is united and when the political parties work together behind the leadership of a great President.


“Whatever lies ahead, this much is certain.  We will overcome the challenges facing our country and make this a decade for success for the cause of freedom.  If any country can get it done, that country is the United States of America.


[Applause.]


VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY:  “So it's my honor to serve alongside a President who is making us all proud.  And I want to thank all of you for being out here this morning.  We greatly appreciate your support, and we'll do our level best to give you the kind of administration you can be proud of.


Thank you very much.”


[Applause.]
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