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USDA ANNOUNCES OVER $4.3 MILLION FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTH CAROLINA

Funds to Assist With Economic and Community Development

HILTON HEAD, S.C., March 18, 2002 – Agriculture Deputy Secretary James Moseley during a visit here today announced the selection of over $4.3 million in U.S. Department of Agriculture funds that will assist local economic and community development in rural South Carolina.

“These grants are important to help our rural communities in South Carolina,” said Moseley. “This Administration is committed to strengthening rural communities and these grants and loans are just one example of that commitment.”  

The following funding announcements were made during Moseley’s visit to South Carolina today:

Appalachian Development Corporation, Greenville, S.C. - $750,000 Intermediary Relending Program loan.  The funds will be used by ADC to provide loans to businesses in a six county service area: Anderson, Cherokee, Greenville, Oconee, Pickens and Spartanburg.  ADC will focus on the predominantly rural counties and will target businesses that contribute to establishing employment opportunities and that have a positive economic impact on these rural areas.

United Methodist Relief Center, Mt. Pleasant, S.C. - $250,000 Self-Help Housing

Technical Assistance grant.  Funds will be used to organize and supervise groups of

families in the construction of their own homes and to perform related activities. The

relief center will assist 20 low and very low-income families construct their own home

using the Mutual Self Help Construction method. A groundbreaking event is scheduled

for March 28, 2002 at the self-help site in Hollywood, SC.


Berkeley County, S.C. - $3,390,000 water loan.  Funds will be used to


construct new water distribution mains and fire hydrants. The project extends from the


intersection of US Hwy 52 and US 17-A North of Moncks Corner, eastward along and


adjacent to US 17-A to the Macedonia Community of Berkeley County.  The project will


serve 555 residential units and two public schools. The loan will have a 40-year repayment


period at an interest rate of 4.7500 percent
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USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 
