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 GOTOBUTTON BM_1_ 
APPLE AND POTATO FARMERS TO RECEIVE $38 MILLION IN RELIEF 


WASHINGTON, March 22, 2002—Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced that USDA’s Commodity Credit Corporation will provide nearly $38 million to approximately 1,775 American apple and potato farmers hit by natural disasters in 1999 and 2000.  These payments, made under the Quality Loss Program for Apples and Potatoes, will be issued starting March 22, 2002.


“These funds will help farmers recover from losses due to natural disasters during the past two-year period, said Veneman.”

Because the total of the claims filed was in excess of $129 million and, by statute, only $38 million is available for the program, farmers will be paid 27.8 percent of their qualifying losses.


The $38 million compensates farmers for crop quality loss not included in previous disaster programs.


Producers should contact their local USDA Service Center or Farm Service Agency office for additional information about this and other USDA programs. 
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