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SECRETARIES USABIAGA AND VENEMAN PLEDGE CONTINUED COOPERATION 

TO STRENGTHEN MEXICAN-U.S. AGRICULTURAL TRADE 

Agreement Reached to Allow U.S. Stone Fruit into Mexico


MEXICO CITY, MEXICO, April 4, 2002 – During two-days of meetings and discussions on various food and agricultural trade issues, Mexican Secretary of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, Fisheries and Food Javier Usabiaga and United States Secretary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman, pledged continued cooperation to strengthen Mexican-U.S. agricultural trade.


During the visit, the two secretaries signed a memorandum of understanding establishing a Consultative Committee on Agriculture to better address trade issues and resolve disputes.  In a show of support for the new cooperative efforts, the two secretaries approved an agreement that will allow California stone fruit exports to Mexico during the 2002 shipping season.  The two Secretaries and their teams also pledged to work together in the coming months on NAFTA implementation, sanitary and phytosanitary issues, cross-border partnerships on animal health and food safety, and biotechnology and research cooperation.


“We had very positive discussions on a wide-range of issues,” said Usabiaga. “Our two teams are working together and are looking at ways to further strengthen areas of cooperation and examine ways to continue expanding trade between our two countries.”


“These meetings have been very productive and there is a real sense that we can move forward on a number of important issues,” said Veneman.  “Allowing U.S. stone fruit to be exported to Mexico is just one example of how we hope to work together in resolving issues that will benefit our two nations by further advancing free trade.”


Under the stone fruit agreement, field tests will be conducted for plant pests under an established systems approach and a new penalty structure will be established to allow for the movement of product.  Under the agreement, the new systems approach would not be terminated for pest detections and the work plan would not penalize all of a grower’s production, but instead focus on localized pest pressures.


Usabiaga and Veneman agreed to meet again in May 2002 to continue discussions on these and other food and agricultural issues.  During the two-day visit Secretary Veneman inaugurated Mexico’s second annual Food and Agricultural Outlook Forum.  In addition to meetings with Usabiaga, Veneman also met with Mexican President Vincente Fox, Secretary of Economy Ernesto Derbez, and Secretary of Environment and Natural Resources Victor Lichtinger.
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“President Bush recognizes Mexico as one of our most important trading partners and we want to continue efforts to strengthen our friendship and trade relationship,” said Veneman.  “An open dialogue will help both our countries continue to expand trade opportunities that will benefit farmers and ranchers on both sides of the border.”


“By working together, we can further advance trade between our two countries and resolve potential differences,” said Usabiaga.  “We have strong teams in place that will continue to work together so we can advance trade for the benefit of farmers in both our nations.”


Since the implementation of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), farmers, ranchers and consumers in Mexico and the United States have benefited in many ways.  Two-way agricultural trade between the two countries has doubled since 1993, reaching nearly $13 billion in 2001, a record high.  In addition, investment between Mexico and the United States has also reached record levels.  Mexican investment in the U.S. food industry has grown from $300 million in 1997 to more than $1 billion in 2002.  U.S. investment in Mexico reached $5.7 billion in 2000, up from $2.3 billion in 1993.
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