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[Applause.] 

SECRETARY VENEMAN

“Thank you. Thank you very much. What a very kind 

introduction. I truly appreciate it, and I greatly appreciate the opportunity to 

be with you today and to hopefully in a few minutes share the podium with my 

friend and colleague, Secretary Tommy Thompson, who is stuck in traffic on this 

rainy, rainy morning. So we really are extremely pleased at his leadership and 

what he is doing in this whole arena as well. 

“I understand that he's going to talk about the fact that he's put HHS on a diet, 

and we have our Under Secretary Eric Bost here today, who's doing a great job in 

the food and consumer services area, and he wants to put our Department on a 

diet, too. He was going through our list of Under Secretaries and rating them on 

which ones need to lose weight. So he's got a little initiative called "On the 

Move," and he's going to give us all a little jog--a timer for when we walk, you 

know, so you could keep track of the mileage. 

“I also want to introduce Kevin Herglotz, who's back there, from my staff, who 

was also with me when I was at the California Department of Food and Agriculture 

and was instrumental in working on our Five-a-Day Initiatives when we were 

there, and it's great to see Sue Forrester here because she was our partner from 

Health Services when we were in California and worked on this initiative. So 

it's wonderful to be able to come here and celebrate this partnership that we 

now have with Agriculture and Health at the Federal level. And so it's a special 

opportunity for me to be here today. 

“I really want to applaud all of the hard work of all the partners to this 

project because it is through a partnership that we're going to accomplish so 

much more. This kind of Federal-State-industry partnership is the kind of 

win-win-win situation that is going to give us the biggest bang for our public 

and our private bucks, so to speak. So all of the work that you're involved in, 

all of our collective efforts are helping Americans make better choices and have 

healthier diets.
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“This effort today, what we call the new and expanded partnership of Five-a-Day, 

is just one example of how USDA and HHS are working together to improve the 

lives of Americans through food initiatives. We have a lot of overlapping 

jurisdictions, not just in health issues and nutrition issues, but also in food 

safety issues. And Secretary Thompson and I are working very closely in 

coordinating those efforts as well. 

“Through the partnership, we can tackle the serious problems of overweight and 

obesity that we read so much about today and the health problems that they 

represent for so many consumers. And of particular concern is the problem with 

young children today. 

“As you all know, just a little more than 10 years ago, the Five-a-Day campaign 

was launched by HHS and National Cancer Institute and the Produce for a Better 

Health Foundation. And USDA has been a cooperative--played a cooperative role in 

that effort, and we're very proud of that. 

“We've recognized the importance in USDA of fruit and vegetable consumption and, 

of course, coming from California, which is, I always like to remind people, the 

largest agriculture-producing State in the country and the largest producer of 

fruits and vegetables, we're well aware of the role that fruits and vegetables 

play in a very healthy diet. 

“We know that eating fruits and vegetables reduces the risk of developing many 

diseases, as I know you've been talking about today. And then there is the 

taste, the convenience, the abundance of these products, and the ability now to 

get products virtually all year round. 

“One of the important developments in the produce industry has been what 

technology has done to provide a consumer-oriented product for the consumer 

today, making it even easier for people to eat more fruits and vegetables. You 

look at where we are today versus 10 or 12 years ago. Now we're eating salad out 

of a bag, baby carrots ready to eat, even with little dips, broccoli florets 

that are ready to steam. It is just phenomenal what technology has brought us in 

terms of new packaging materials, new processing functions, that allow us now to 

more conveniently eat fruits and vegetables, as we are a pretty fast-food and 

convenience-food-type country today. 

“But we know even with the improvements in convenience for consumers that have 

been brought about by technologies and new consumer orientations, Americans are 

falling far short of what's required in terms of the number of servings. Over 60 

percent of Americans today face the challenge of overweight and obesity. So 

since 1980, the number of children who are overweight has doubled, and the 

number of overweight adolescents has tripled. 

“This is more than an appearance problem. The ramifications go far beyond just 

fitting into your swimsuit for this summer. It's truly a health problem in this 

country. 
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“Today, overweight and obesity account for about 300,000 deaths a year in this 

country alone. It's been linked to hypertension, diabetes, arthritis, and heart 

disease, to name just a few chronic conditions. In lower-income communities, the 

problem is even more severe. And this is one reason why the President has 

requested record levels of funding in support of the WIC program and the Food 

Stamp program. And it's why we've been working vigorously to improve access to 

these nutrition programs for low-income Americans. 

“Through our expanded partnership with Five-a-Day, we intend to aggressively 

address many of these issues head on and tackle the issue of obesity. 

“It is an issue that both Secretary Thompson and I care deeply about, and we want 

to help solve the problem and help to bring the numbers down. 

“Now, that doesn't mean we're going to force-feed consumers or tell them what to 

eat or not to eat, although the USDA does have the Food Guide Pyramid which we 

hope people recognize and follow. What it means is that we want to take a 

practical approach to help improve eating behaviors. Balance is an important key 

to addressing this challenge. Regular physical activity coupled with a sound 

diet is critical. 

“We started a new program at USDA through Eric Bost's shop called Eat Smart and 

Play Hard. And it's a program that is an educational campaign to get the message 

to school children and young adults by targeting this in our school lunch and 

school breakfast programs and in the schools around the country. 

“We're looking at ways to improve education, to expand our research activities, 

to work more proactively with other Federal and State agencies and industries to 

forge solutions throughout. 

“Through our nutrition assistance and education programs, we're developing a 

number of other tools to help children meet these daily goals. And we're 

developing publications for schools with strategies to enhance the offerings of 

fruits and vegetables both in the school food service, throughout the school 

environment. Research is also a critical component in improving fruit and 

vegetable consumption. 

“As you know, we have a strong research agency in USDA through our Agricultural 

Research Service, and we're working on a number of research initiatives that 

will focus on nutrition and eating behaviors. We're looking at nutrients and 

other components found in fruits and vegetables that may benefit human health, 

specifically in the prevention of chronic diseases. And we're studying fruit and 

vegetable consumption, including demographic and socioeconomic factors, to help 

determine how to better target our educational efforts. 

“In any program, it is important to measure results to ensure program dollars are 

being spent wisely and effectively, and we're going to continue evaluation 

efforts targeting these various initiatives. 
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“USDA also supports community-based programs through our Cooperative State 

Research, Education, and Extension Service, and our team is working with the 

land-grant university system to conduct intervention research and nutrition 

education programs. 

“Through our Agricultural Marketing Service, which is now headed by another 

Californian, A.J. Yates, who was with us also at the Department of Food and 

Agriculture in California, we're working with USDA's strong association with 

producers and trade associations and commodity groups to procure a wide variety 

of fruits and vegetables for our school breakfast and lunch programs. Last year 

alone, USDA provided more than $200 million to support the purchase of specialty 

crops for these programs. 

“We also just had the inaugural meeting of the Fruit and Vegetable Advisory 

Committee for USDA. Tom Stenzel sitting here is a member, along with, I'm sure, 

others in the audience. And we're pleased to be able to now have that kind of 

input to advise the Department on the fruit and vegetable industry, and I'm sure 

on the issue of consumption of more fruits and vegetables as well. 

“So we look forward to continuing to strengthen our programs throughout 

Department and in our partnerships with all of you. Our employees are very 

enthusiastic and energized by this program, and we're very proud to have joined 

the partners of Health and Human Services and Secretary Thompson and to take 

this partnership to new levels. 

“In its first 10 years, the Five-a-Day for Better Health Partnership accomplished 

a great deal, and everyone here who's participated in that should feel very 

proud about what's been accomplished. The fruit and vegetable industry should be 

applauded for spearheading the efforts. But we cannot forget to thank a very, 

very important partner in this program, and that is the American farmer. Our 

farmers and ranchers work tirelessly to bring consumers safe, affordable, and 

wholesome products, and were it not for our farmers' innovation and stewardship, 

we would not have the opportunity to improve the health of our consumers and the 

well-being of our nation as a whole. 

“So I want to thank all of you, and Secretary Thompson particularly for his 

leadership. I think that our two Departments make a great team, and we certainly 

appreciate our working relationship. 

“Five-a-Day is a strong partnership, and everyone here at USDA is proud to work 

with all of our partners in this project, on this initiative that's so important 

to consumers throughout America. We're also proud to work with all the partners 

in the industry, in the States, everyone that's here today. You are the ones 

that are making the difference in the lives of so many people. So I want to 

thank all of you for your dedication and your service. 

“All of these collective efforts taken together, this strong partnership, 

reaffirms President Bush's strong commitment to a healthy America. And we are 

supporting programs and services that promote that goal. 
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“So I want to thank you all for having me here today, and I want to thank 

everyone here for being part of a tremendous partnership for our consumers. 

“Thank you very much.” 

[Applause.] 

MR. VON ESCHENBACH:

Thank you, Secretary Veneman. 

      I've been looking forward to this next opportunity for some time. I've been 

looking forward to the opportunity to be able to introduce Secretary Thompson to 

an audience such as this, not because I wanted to tell you the things that you 

have already read and know about him--for example, that he had an unprecedented 

four terms as Governor of the State of Wisconsin and served in that capacity for 

14 years, and not to tell you what you already know about how he revolutionized 

that state with regard to welfare reform and Wisconsin Works and how he really 

emphasized and developed an incredible health care system that provided access 

to children and to the underserved, and how he really built the education 

system. 

      I didn't want to tell you about those things. I wanted to tell you about the man 

that I have come to know, admire, respect, and a man that I think this country 

greatly appreciates. 

       During the campaign, President Bush emphasized the incredible importance of 

leadership, to lead this country in its destiny to truly change the world. And 

he selected and asked Secretary Thompson to serve, to lead the largest of the 

Departments, with a budget of over $429 billion and 60,000 people. It was not 

for Secretary Thompson a question of what he wanted to do, but a question of 

saying yes to serving this President and this country. And he began that 

leadership as a role model of service, of the servant-leader. 

      And as I've come to know him, I have further appreciated the model that he 

serves not only as a servant-leader but as a leader who wants to integrate, 

coordinate, and bring us all together collaboratively and collectively. What you 

are about, what you have done with the Five-a-Day program is, in fact, his 

vision and his dream for what we should be doing as a country, as a Department, 

and as individual entities to not only change the world for the benefit of our 

citizens, but for citizens throughout the entire world. And it's my pleasure to 

introduce the man, Secretary Thompson. 

[Applause.] 

SECRETARY THOMPSON:

“Andy, you're too much, I tell you. The only person who would 

have believed all that hyperbole would have been my mother, and she's long gone. 

But I thank you so very much, my friend. 
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“We are very fortunate that Andy Von Eschenbach decided to come up to Washington, 

D.C., and take over the National Cancer Institute. Andy, we are in your debt, 

and I thank you so very much for what you're doing. I really mean that. You're a 

wonderful person. The country is very fortunate to have him. 

   I first have to apologize to all of you for being late. I grew up on a farm in 

Elroy, Wisconsin, and Elroy is so small you can call somebody, get a wrong 

number, and still talk for half an hour. 

“And you come out here to Washington, D.C. People don't know how to drive. I 

mean, you got a little snow--I mean, we wouldn't even call that precipitation 

back in Wisconsin, but it's a snowstorm out here. And they close down the whole 

Beltway. When it rains, they just don't know how to drive. And I've been tied up 

in traffic for an hour trying to get here, and I apologize to you, and I 

especially apologize to my wonderful colleague and partner, Ann Veneman, because 

I was supposed to meet with her before. Isn't she great? I tell you, the 

Department of Agriculture is outstanding. 

[Applause.] 

SECRETARY THOMPSON:

“I love to have you as a partner. I thank her so very much 

for her partnership, and she passionately believes, like you do, you know, that 

we can do a better job for a healthier America. And that's why I'm here. I'm 

just delighted to come here and to say thank you to each and every one of you. 

“You know, we've got a long ways to go. Sixty-one percent of us are fat. You know 

that? Isn't that sickening? America, 61 percent. Six out of ten Americans hardly 

exercise at all. Four don't exercise at all. And, I mean, that is ridiculous, 

and we have to do something about that. So Five-a-Day is a wonderful start. All 

of you that are involved in it, thank you. And, please, you know, make sure you 

get out and carry the message. Carry the message all over America. You're the 

partners, you're the leaders, you're the ones that can make a difference. 

“But, Andy Von Eschenbach, your professional experience is going to be our 

leader. You know, every organization needs a quarterback, you know, a valuable 

person, like Brett Favre of the Green Bay Packers, and you're the Brett Favre of 

the Five-a-Day. So I thank you so very much. 

“Our National Cancer Institute is leading the National Five-a-Day partnership, 

and they're doing just a really great job, and I commend them on their fine 

work. 

“Andy came up, and I said, "Andy, I'm big on prevention." He says, "So am I." I 

said, "I want you to get out there and speak all over." And he says, "I will." 

And he's been doing it, and I thank him so very much. Keep doing it, Andy. 
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“Secretary Veneman, I thank you so very much for being here. I'm so happy that 

we're teaming up. Don't you think that's what Government should be able to do? 

You know, instead of fighting all the time, wouldn't you like to-- 

[Applause.] 

SECRETARY THOMPSON
“Having Departments sit down and work out things together, 

the Department of Agriculture, the Department of Health and Human Services, 

teaming up together, making things better, that's what Government's all about. 

That's what people want. Too bad we can't get Congress to understand that. 

“You know, Congress is a very intimidating place. You know, I went over there as 

soon as I got appointed, and I was real excited and walked over there, you know, 

and I was a little intimidated. And I walked in there, and I saw this giant of a 

man, and I recognized him to be Senator Ted Kennedy. And I was impressed, and I 

wanted to go over and introduce myself, and I went over there and reached out my 

hands and he reached in his pocket and gave me the keys, and he said, "It's the 

black Thunderbird out there." 

[Laughter.] 

SECRETARY THOMPSON:

“I went out and parked it, and we've been friends ever since. 

You learn how to park the Senator's car, you can do well. 

“But I look so much forward to working closely with all of you and our partners 

to promote good health, and then encourage every American to eat more of the 

fruits and vegetables produced by the most productive farmers in the world. As 

Ann said, they are our other partners, the farmers of America, the men and women 

who live on America's farms. You know, they have the--they grow the best food 

and the best products. Now we've got to be able to get America to start eating 

correctly. And I thank all of you for being here and for your commitment to the 

National Five-a-Day for Better Health Program. 

“It's my privilege to be here today and to welcome our new partners in this 

National Five-a-Day Program. I'm so happy that so many of you have dedicated 

yourselves to helping us promote the largest nutrition education initiative in 

the world. The Five-a-Day for Better Health Program, all Americans will benefit 

from your leadership and your commitment. 

“You know, we've all heard this from the time we were kids. Eat your fruits and 

vegetables. Remember that from your mother? It was Mark Twain who said, "Eat 

what you like, and let the food fight it out inside." 

[Laughter.] 
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SECRETARY THOMPSON
“Only Mark Twain could say that and get away with it. 

“Well, frankly, too often the food wins, and our health suffers. I'm here today 

to encourage all Americans to enjoy what they eat, but to be sure to eat the 

right things. 

“We live in the most amazing era of health and human medicines, with new medical 

advances announced almost every week, and it's exciting to be out, as Andy is 

out, at the NCI, the National Cancer Institute. We have these institutes of 

health out at the National Institutes of Health, and I got to tell you, ladies 

and gentlemen, we have the best doctors and researchers and scientists in the 

world working for the Department of Health and Human Services, and they do the 

right things, and they're on the cusp of so many breakthroughs.
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