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USDA ANNOUNCES $8 MILLION LAMB ROAST PURCHASE

FOR FEEDING PROGRAMS

WASHINGTON, June 5 2002--Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced plans to purchase up to $8 million of lamb roasts for distribution in federal food and nutrition programs. 

“This purchase will provide healthy and nutritious products to families participating in USDA’s food and nutrition programs,” said Veneman.  “It is important that we continue to strengthen these programs that benefit low income consumers

The lamb roast purchase program is part of the $42.7 million Domestic Lamb Industry Adjustment Assistance Program (DLIAAP) announced in September 2001.  The $8 million was approved to continue the lamb roast purchase program through fiscal year 2003.  The frozen lamb roasts must be produced from domestic lamb.  USDA, under the DLIAAP, has purchased approximately 4.1 million pounds of lamb roast at a cost of approximately $16 million.

Inquiries should be addressed to: Contracting Officer, AMS Livestock and Seed Program, USDA Stop 0253, 1400 Independence Ave. SW, Washington DC 20250-0253; telephone (202) 720-2650; fax (202) 205-1976.

Additional information on the lamb roast purchase program is also available on the internet at:  http://www.ams.usda.gov/lsg/cp/OtherRedMeat/other_index.htm
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