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VENEMAN NAMES MEMBERS TO U.S. HIGHBUSH BLUEBERRY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON, July 10, 2002 -- Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the appointment of four members and four alternates to serve on the U.S. Highbush Blueberry Council.

“I am pleased that these individuals have agreed to provide their time and expertise to this program,” said Veneman.

The following newly appointed members and alternates will serve terms of office beginning immediately and ending Dec. 31, 2003:

Exporter: Michael M. Makara of Abbotsford, B.C., Canada, member; and Gord S. Cheema of  Abbotsford, B.C., Canada, alternate. Importer: Gerald M. Mixon Sr. of Haines City, Fla., member; and John E. Shelford of Naples, Fla., alternate. Public Member: Amy B. Howell of Hammonton, N.J., member; and William J. Dewitt of Holland, Mich., alternate.

The following newly appointed first handler member and alternate will serve a term of office beginning immediately and ending Dec. 31, 2004: Francisco Allende of Moorestown, N.J., member; and Rodney L. Cook of Olympia, Wash., alternate.

The council is composed of nine producers, one importer, one handler, one public member, and one exporter from the foreign production area that exports the most blueberries into the United States. Each member has an alternate.     

The national council administers the Blueberry Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information Order under the supervision of the Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Marketing Service. The order authorizes the council to conduct a coordinated program of promotion, research, and consumer and industry information in order to maintain and expand the market for cultivated blueberries.
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