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VENEMAN PROMOTES U.S. PRODUCTS DURING JAPANESE VISIT 

Meets with Japanese Consumer Leaders About U.S. Food Safety Programs


TOKYO, July 25, 2002—Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman promoted U.S. food products and the U.S. food safety system during a stop here before traveling to Nara, Japan for the Quint Agricultural Ministerial Summit.  

Veneman prepared dishes using American beef and pork with students of Akasaka Elementary School to illustrate that U.S. beef and pork are free of diseases that have hit countries around the world. The event was organized by the school’s PTA and the U.S. Meat Export Federation.  


“U.S. beef and food products are some of the highest quality and safest in the world,” said Veneman.  “We appreciate the fact that Japanese consumers recognize this and that Japan provides such a strong market for U.S. products.  We are working to expand our presence in the Japanese market by continuing to promote U.S. high quality and safe food products.”


In addition, Veneman met with Japanese consumer leaders to discuss food safety issues and to highlight the U.S. system to produce a safe, effective food safety system.  The discussions focused on expanding international agricultural trade and cooperation. During the meeting, Veneman emphasized that food safety policy must be based on the best available science and technology, along with cooperation from international organizations, such as the Codex Alimentarius Commission and the Office of International Epozootics.  Transparency, as an additional measure, ensures that government decisions are based on the best information, she said.


Key leaders in the discussion included Nobuko Hiwasa, former secretary general of the Shodanren C.J. (Consumer Japan), Masae Wada, president of the Housewives’ Federation and Eriko Hida, vice president for the Tokyo League of Regional Women’s Organizations.


The United States spends approximately $1.3 billion annually on food safety enforcement and research.  Additionally, the USDA has over 7,600 inspectors trained in animal health and food safety who are present in meat processing plants throughout the United States.
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