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AGRICULTURE SECRETARY PROCLAIMS 

NATIONAL FARMERS MARKET WEEK AUGUST 4-10 
WASHINGTON, Aug. 2, 2002--Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman has proclaimed Aug. 4-10, as “National Farmers Market Week” to increase awareness of farmers markets and the important contributions that farmers make to America’s economic and social well being. 

“Each year we have seen the popularity of farmers markets grow,” said Veneman.  “Farmers markets link urban and rural communities, providing locally-grown agricultural products to consumers and excellent marketing opportunities for farmers.” 

Veneman noted that farmers markets support efforts to relieve hunger in communities through donations of unsold food to charitable organizations.  USDA’s last biennial survey of farmers markets showed that 25 percent of farmers markets participate in gleaning programs to aid organizations in the distribution of food products to needy families.

USDA and state departments of agriculture work together to promote farmers markets to assist small farms and meet community needs.  In conjunction with the national proclamation, many state departments of agriculture will issue state proclamations honoring farmers markets and hold special events to mark National Farmers Market Week. 

In the last decade, USDA has emphasized a critical need to help minority farmers and to provide under-served urban consumers access to fresh fruits and vegetables.

USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service works with states to encourage market growth, while its Food and Nutrition Service helps needy families gain access to healthy produce.  Food stamp recipients can use their benefits at most farmers markets, as can many participants in the federal Women, Infants, and Children assistance program. 

A national directory of nearly 3,000 farmers markets operating seasonally or year-round is located on the USDA Agricultural Marketing Service website at www.ams.usda.gov/farmersmarkets
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