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Trees to create lasting, living memorials to victims of 9/11

WASHINGTON, Sept. 9, 2002 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced $933,000 in federal grants to develop living memorials in recognition of the losses that occurred during terrorist attacks in New York City, southwest Pennsylvania and the Washington metropolitan area on Sept. 11, 2001.

“This week, as we all take time to reflect and honor the courage of so many, we also pay tribute to the victims, their families and communities who have suffered from these tragedies,” said Veneman.  “These living memorials, through community involvement and tree plantings, will provide a long-lasting tribute to honor the heroes of September 11.”
Municipalities and community groups in New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania and Washington, D.C., will receive 12 federal cost-share grants ranging from $13,000 to $236,000 to establish publicly accessible memorial sites.  In addition, grant recipients will receive technical support in the form of training, on the ground assistance, web-accessible technical materials and online mapping.  

Recipients of the grants were selected by a review team with expertise in urban planning, landscape architecture, social science and urban forestry and were based on socio-geographic linkage to Sept. 11, use of trees in the design concept, collaboration, accessibility to the site, maintenance and budget.  

All of the memorial sites announced today will be open to the public by Sept. 30, 2003.  

In Virginia, the Forest Service is working with officials from the Pentagon, American Forests and Arlington County on developing additional memorial sites.  More information about the “Living Memorials Project” is available online at http://www.livingmemorialsproject.net.

The grant awardees are as follows:

New York
· The New York City Department of Parks and Recreation was awarded $150,000 to create “groves of healing” in all five of the city boroughs and in collaboration with the Rockaway Partnership, the Prospect Park Alliance and Turnaround Friends.  The city is also expected to work with the Federated Garden Club of New York State and the New York Restoration Project on creating additional living memorials. These city groves are all publicly accessible and are intended to remember the fragility of life and the resiliency of the human spirit.
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· The Staten Island Botanical Garden was awarded $80,000 toward the creation of a “healing garden” on its grounds as a permanent tribute to lives lost. 

· Groundwork Yonkers was awarded $35,000 to plant five distinct groves of “healing trees” with community groups in neighborhoods throughout the city of Yonkers.

· The Lower Hudson-Long Island Resource Conservation & Development Council was awarded $101,000 to create “American Patriot Gardens” in partnership with several communities throughout the lower Hudson River Region and Long Island.  This project includes funding to the town of Ramapo, N.Y., for a “celebration of life” memorial and to the town of Scarsdale, N.Y., to support new tree plantings for its Veteran’s Memorial Garden. 

· Green Guerrillas, Inc. was awarded $13,000 to work with La Familia Verde community group to plant memorial trees in many community gardens throughout the Bronx.

· St. Benedict-the-Moor Community Center awarded $14,000 to plant trees in Bronx Park of the South Bronx to honor the victims of Sept. 11 and to promote peace, community, cooperation and volunteerism.

· Orange County Land Trust was awarded $14,000 to establish a living memorial as part of the family bereavement/support program at Sterling Forest along the western shore of Arrow Lake.

New Jersey

· The New Jersey Tree Foundation was awarded $236,000 to support communities that intend to honor the memory of their residents publicly by creating permanent tree groves.  Publicly accessible memorials will be created in cooperation with the cities of Hoboken, Marlboro and Manalapan, as well as in Liberty State Park, which has a view of lower Manhattan, and at Eagle Rock Reservation of West Orange in collaboration with the World Trade Center United Family Group.

· The Shrine of St. Joseph in Long Hill, N.J., was awarded $35,000 to reforest a hillside in a serene, public setting which will surround a memorial sculpture made from ruins from the World Trade Center.  

Connecticut
· The Connecticut Office of Family Support was awarded $45,000 to create a permanent Sept.11 Living Memorial of Trees at Sherwood Island State Park. 

Pennsylvania

· The Conemaugh Valley Conservancy was awarded $50,000 to create a Flight 93 National Memorial Tree Planting at volunteer fire stations and school districts throughout Somerset County, Pa. 

Washington, D.C.

· The District of Columbia will be awarded $160,000 to plant a “memorial tree grove” at Kingman Island along the Anacostia River and several neighborhood sites throughout the district.
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