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Good morning and thank you all for coming.


This is a day that is filled with emotions and pain for all of us.  

Looking over the beautiful Washington Mall, I have vivid memories of smoke and sirens and military planes and helicopters flying overhead.  It seems like just yesterday.


September 11th, 2001 is one of those rare moments in history when almost every American can answer the question, “where were you when it happened?”  


From those real life images on television, we all experienced the shock – the anger – the fear.  Our hearts were saddened by the horrible losses.  Our souls were strengthened by so many acts of courage, heroism and determination.    


Today, we remember those who were lost – including the many who have direct connections to our USDA family.  We honor the heroes, both living and dead, who sacrificed for another.  We take pride in the work of our Department throughout this time, such as the Forest Service incident management teams who played such an important role at the Pentagon and in New York City, the emergency food stamp administrators who quickly responded to needy families in lower Manhattan and the many other USDA employees who quietly, but with resolve, worked emergency shifts and filled much needed emergency roles.  We are grateful for the continued service of our military and law enforcement.  


But today as we remember and reflect, we also reaffirm to the terrorists who sought to destroy us, and the world that looks to us for leadership, that America stands strong.  We have turned pain into purpose, determination and resolve.  


Today, America and its federal government are at work, and in many ways, we are stronger than ever.  While we pause to remember, we continue to proudly serve our country and its citizens.  In the tradition of our forefathers, we stand defiantly against those who seek to diminish our freedom and our values. 


Just across the river, our colleagues at the Department of Defense gather not only to commemorate September 11th, but to celebrate the rebuilding of the Pentagon.  What once was charred and broken is now new and strengthened.  
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President Bush has declared this a “September of Service,” challenging all Americans to fight evil with acts of kindness.  Simply put, this means going about our lives with compassion, civility, and humanity.  


That is the most fitting tribute – and the longest-lasting honor – we can give to those who lost their lives one year ago.  


Thank you very much.

