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VENEMAN ANNOUNCES SOYBEAN PROMOTION BOARD APPOINTMENTS
WASHINGTON, Sept. 16, 2002––Secretary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman today announced 19 appointments and three alternate appointments to the United Soybean Board.  All appointees will serve 3‑year terms beginning December 2002. 

“The board administers soybean promotion and research programs to enhance domestic and foreign markets for soybeans and soybean products,” said Veneman.  “I am pleased that these individuals have agreed to provide their time and expertise to serve on this board.”

Appointed members representing soybean producers by state are:

James D. Wilson, Alabama; Houston (Todd) A. Allen, Arkansas; Bryan K. Hieser, Illinois; Jack L. Reed, Indiana; David F. Schmidt and Roy P. Bardole, Iowa; John W. Wray, Kansas; George H. Martin, Kentucky; Everett G. Holland, Maryland; Lois F. Mason, Michigan;

Mark S. Pietz, Minnesota; James C. Robertson, Jr., Mississippi; Jason S. Bean, Missouri; Gregory L. Anderson, Nebraska; William R. Coppess, Ohio; Ellie W. Green, Jr., South Carolina; Charles R. Friedrich, South Dakota; Gerald G. Caldwell, Tennessee; and Thomas P. Rotello, Texas.

USDA also announced three appointments for alternates to the board.  The Soybean Promotion, Research, and Information Order provides for an alternate member for each state or region with only one member on the board.  Alternates serve terms that coincide with the term of the member from the state or region that they represent.

Alternate members by state are:  Donald O. Underwood, Alabama; Michael W. Gunter, South Carolina; and Richard T. Raun, Texas.

The 62‑member board is authorized by the Soybean Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information Act.  USDA selected the appointees from soybean producers nominated by Qualified State Soybean Boards.

USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service monitors operation of the board.
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