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“Dwayne [Buxton], thanks very much. This is a great evening.

“My congratulations – on behalf of your friends and admirers and colleagues across the department – to George Inglett, Darwin Murrell, and Stuart Nelson. 

“It’s good to be here.

“Tonight we’re celebrating not only the end-results of superb science  ...  but we’re sharing in the joy of the constant process of discovery ... because that’s what this is really all about ...  

“... a dedication to questioning, to restlessness, to pushing the boundaries of the known for the greater good.

“George, Darwin and Stuart, you know that this is the ultimate. 

“This Hall of Fame bends under the weight of the 53 giants who have preceded you – ever since Ed Knipling’s dad, entomologist Edward F. Knipling, was the first scientist inducted in 1986.

“What a remarkable department ... we have generations within the families that make up the USDA family ... all with a passion for the science that makes this world a little easier for the rest of us. 

“Altogether, the body of work of these 56 individuals is staggering for the breadth of accomplishment – almost beyond what we can grasp because the ramifications of their contributions go on and on.

“Search the Web, and the science citation index offers almost 2,000 citations to George Inglett’s research alone, demonstrating your strong, wide impact in the scientific community.  

“As a hog farmer ... my personal thanks, on behalf of the nation’s hog producers, to Darwin Murrell for all you’ve done to lessen the Trichinella threat here and around the world.    

“We’re honoring three very different paths taken,  three very different directions in science, but one powerful theme – an ongoing celebration of learning, and a conviction, in the words of Gandhi, that “You must be the change you wish to see in the world.”    

“The changes you’ve brought about, like your careers, are anything but straightforward. You’ve been research pioneers, international leaders in your fields, supervisors, managers, writers, celebrities, and visionaries.  

“Across the board, you’ve managed to negotiate that delicate balance between concept and reality, lab and field.

 “You’ve worked with the best minds in science around the globe ... but taken time for students, for mentoring, training, and the future. 

“What you’ve achieved in animal and human health, food quality and nutrition, and grain quality and trade makes a point that I try to get across every chance I get  — that science is the foundation of it all. 

“The U.S. agricultural research system serves us well.

“It makes our other work possible, the anchor for issues as vast and complex as trade and food safety, energy and homeland security.

“I’ve just returned from the World Summit on Sustainable Development in South Africa.  

“And I understand the frustration when science has done its best – as with biotechnology – but all its promise of nutrition and health can’t trump fear and misunderstanding. 

“And I promise you that those of us on the policy side will do our best, in this complex international environment, to educate and connect science with today’s cultural and ethical concerns so that your important work can move forward.

“I know that each of you has a history of awards. But tonight is different. 

“To be nominated by your colleagues ... themselves members of one of the world’s most prestigious research bodies ...  to be recognized by them for the significance of your work and its legacy, is the most meaningful tribute possible. 

“And I’m deeply honored to add my congratulations for your lifetime of achievement. 

“Thank you.”
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( For additional information on the work of these scientists,  please go to http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2002/020918.htm.) 

